
Village of Lake Isabella 
Village Council Minutes 
Regular Meeting – April 25, 2017 

1010 Clubhouse Drive 
Lake Isabella, MI, 48893 

 
The Meeting was called to order by Lake Isabella President Dave Torgerson, at 7:00 PM and the 

pledge of allegiance was recited. 

Members Present: Eberhart, Cueny, Grey, Griffin, Shoemaker1, & Torgerson 
Members Excused: Kiel 

Agenda Approval: 

President Torgerson asked if there were changes to be requested to the Agenda as prepared.  
There were no requests to amend the Agenda, and Torgerson ruled that it was accepted without 
objection. 

Election of Officers & Committee Assignments: 

A motion was made by Grey, seconded by Cueny, to keep the slate of officers currently in office 
the same. This included the following: 

 Village President:  Dave Torgerson 

 Village Clerk:   Jeff Grey 

 Village Treasurer:  Charles Kiel 

 Village Deputy Clerk:  John Eberhart 

 Village Deputy Treasurer: Arnold Griffin 
ROLL CALL VOTE; YEAS: Eberhart, Cueny, Grey, Griffin, & Torgerson NAYS: None; 
MOTION CARRIED (5-0-0). 

A motion was made by Griffin, seconded by Grey, to name John Eberhart as President Pro-
Tempore of the Village. ROLL CALL VOTE; YEAS: Eberhart, Cueny, Grey, Griffin, & 
Torgerson NAYS: None; MOTION CARRIED (5-0-0). 

There was discussion about who to appoint from the Council to the Planning Commission.  Grey 
offered the position to Cueny.  Cueny thanked Grey for the offer, but declined due to his winter 
travel plans.  Cueny stated that he would like to serve, but feels it is more important for 
somebody to be appointed that can be there in the winter. 

Torgerson asked if there were objections to keeping the same appointments to Committees which 
include the following: 

 Planning Commission:  Jeff Grey 

 Zoning Board of Appeals: Arnold Griffin 

 Airport Advisory Board: Jeff Grey 

 Liaison Committee:   Paul Cueny 
     John Eberhart 
     Arnold Griffin 

                                                 
1 Councilman Shoemaker arrived late to the meeting at 7:05 PM. 
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There were no objections from the Council to re-appointing the same slate of individuals to serve 
on the various Committees used by the Council; Torgerson ruled that the appointments were 
made without objection. 

Consent Agenda: 

A motion to accept the Consent Agenda as presented was made by Griffin, seconded by 
Eberhart, which included the following items: 

1. December – Invoices & Bills Paid 
2. December – Investment Report  
3. December – Balance Sheet  
4. December – Income & Expenditure Report  
5. January – Invoices & Bills Paid 
6. January – Investment Report  
7. January – Balance Sheet  
8. January – Income & Expenditure Report  
9. February – Invoices & Bills Paid 
10. February – Investment Report 
11. February – Balance Sheet 
12. February– Income & Expenditure Report 
13. March – Invoices & Bills Paid 
14. March – Investment Report 
15. March – Balance Sheet 
16. March – Income & Expenditure Report  
17. Draft Minutes, December 20, 2016 Village Council Meeting 
18. Minutes, February 14, 2017 Planning Commission Meeting 
19. Minutes, March 10, 2017 Election Commission Meeting  
20. Minutes, March 14, 2017 Planning Commission Meeting 
21. Minutes, April 4, 2017 Finance Committee Meeting  
22. Draft Minutes, April 11, 2017 Planning Commission Meeting 
23. Minutes, April 12, 2017 Finance Committee Meeting  

ROLL CALL VOTE; YEAS: Eberhart, Cueny, Grey, Griffin, Shoemaker & Torgerson NAYS: 
None; MOTION CARRIED (6-0-0). 

Reports & Presentations: 
1. Village President Torgerson thanked staff for their ability to keep the Village operational 

during the winter months.  He also congratulated staff on receiving an award from the 
Michigan Municipal League for work place safety. 

2. Village Manager Wolff discussed Code Enforcement, calls for service as reported by 
Isabella County Central Dispatch, gravel street work, and street paving estimate requests 
from Rowe. 

Steve Clark from Rowe provided an update to the Village Council on the Baseline Septic 
Field Criteria Project for Lake Isabella South and Lake Isabella Golf Estates II.  He 
detailed that the Village and Rowe have submitted five different drafts of the proposal 
and have yet to get a final approval from the MDEQ.  Mostly recently in December the 
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Village submitted what was believed to be the final changes requested only to have 5 
pages of new comments and questions returned to the Village.   

Both Clark and Wolff stated that it is their opinion that if the MDEQ does not have a 
favorable reply to the most recent submission made on April 17th that a meeting should 
be scheduled with all the stakeholders before any further work is done. 

3. LIPOA Russell presented the LIPOA Report.  He discussed the campground, Board of 
Directors Election for this year’s Annual Meeting, and Garage Sale Saturday on May 
20th. 

Public Hearings: 

1. Proposed Ordinance 2017-01: Update of Fence Regulations 

Torgerson opened the public hearing at 7:25 PM. 

 Public Comments: None 

 Council Comments: None 

Torgerson closed the public hearing at 7:26 PM. 

A motion was made by Cueny, seconded by Eberhart, to adopt proposed ordinance 2017-
01 which updates the regulation of fencing in the village. ROLL CALL VOTE; YEAS: 
Eberhart, Cueny, Grey, Griffin, Shoemaker & Torgerson NAYS: None; MOTION 
CARRIED (6-0-0). 

2. Proposed Resolution 2017-01: Sale of Village Lots  

Torgerson opened the public hearing at 7:28 PM. 

 Public Comments: None 

 Council Comments: Shoemaker asked how many lots were being offered for sale.  
Wolff reported that this resolution lists 19 lots. 

Torgerson closed the public hearing at 7:31 PM. 

A motion was made by Grey, seconded by Griffin, to adopt proposed resolution 2017-01 
which offers for sale 19 lots owned by the Village. ROLL CALL VOTE; YEAS: 
Eberhart, Cueny, Grey, Griffin, Shoemaker & Torgerson NAYS: None; MOTION 
CARRIED (6-0-0). 

Public Comments:  

 Brian Roberts of York Drive discussed a recent incident that has wife and dog had with a 
dog leaving its yard at the intersection of Kent and Lincoln.  He stated that they no longer 
feel safe walking in the neighborhood, and would like the Village to have the dog in 
question removed as they feel it is a vicious animal.   

Eberhart stated that if the other dog attacked the Robert’s dog that it should be removed. 

Cueny apologized to the Robert’s for the events, and shared a story of a time when his 
own dog showed an aggressive temperament and the action he took. 

Wolff discussed that the threshold in the ordinance to establish a burden of proof is either 
a report from Animal Control which describes an attack or other act of aggression.  Or, 
the statements of two individuals can be used to satisfy the ordinance requirements.  In 
this case the report from animal control does not describe anything that happened once 
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the dog left the yard and approached the Robert’s dog.  There were no puncture marks on 
the Robert’s dog, and the version of events is different for the two parties involved. 

Griffin discussed whether removing the dog in question from the community was the 
right move as if it were truly dangerous it would be wrong to rehome the dog and have a 
incident happen at the new location. 

There was discussion regarding possible changes to explore in the ordinance.  This 
included a process where a hearing could be held at the Village Council for the Council 
to take action in removing an animal from the community. 

Existing Business: None 

New Business 

1. 2016 Annual Planning & Zoning Report 

The Village Council thanked the Planning Commission for their work in 2016.  The 
2016 Annual Planning & Zoning Report was accepted without objection. 

2. Site Plan Agreement – PWGG, LLC (Isabella Pellet) 

The Council received the Site Plan Agreement as recommended by the Planning 
Commission.  Mr. Gary Glawe the President of PWGG, LLC was in attendance and 
he said he had reviewed the proposed agreement and had no problems with it.   

He updated the Council on progress made at the site with reducing the finish 
product that is on-site and also their work on the berms. 

He asked if he needed permission to add more trees to the site than what is shown 
on the drawings. Wolff stated that the drawings represented the minimum, and if he 
wanted to add to the trees that would be welcomed and would not need approval 
from the Village. 

A motion was made by Cueny, seconded by Eberhart, to approve the Site Plan 
Agreement with PWGG, LLC. ROLL CALL VOTE; YEAS: Eberhart, Cueny, 
Grey, Griffin, Shoemaker & Torgerson NAYS: None; MOTION CARRIED (6-0-
0). 

3. Proposed Resolution 2017-02; Broomfield Twp. Fire Protection Special 
Assessment Annual Renewal; Resolution 1 of 2 

A motion was made by Cueny seconded by Griffin, to adopt proposed Resolution 
2017-02 as presented.  This resolution is the first of two required resolutions to 
annually renew the Special Assessment District which provides funding for fire 
protection services in the Broomfield Township area of the village. ROLL CALL 
VOTE; YEAS: Eberhart, Cueny, Grey, Griffin, Shoemaker & Torgerson NAYS: 
None; MOTION CARRIED (6-0-0). 

4. Review and Approval of Bids; Property & Liability Insurance Coverage 

Torgerson and Grey both discussed their review of the proposal from the MMRMA 
based on the work of the Finance Committee.  Both spoke favorably of the proposal 
and stated that there were a lot of value added benefits that make sense for the 
Village to become engaged with. 
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A motion was made by Grey, seconded by Cueny, to approve the proposals 
submitted by Michigan Municipal Risk Management Authority (MMRMA) for 
$5,000,000 of coverage at a cost of $6,990 for the 2017-18 FY.  ROLL CALL 
VOTE; YEAS: Eberhart, Cueny, Grey, Griffin, Shoemaker & Torgerson NAYS: 
None; MOTION CARRIED (6-0-0). 

5. Review and Approval of Bids; Three-year Audit Agreement  

A motion was made by Cueny, seconded by Grey, to approve the proposal of 
Roslund Prestage & Company in the amount of $26,700 to do the Village’s annual 
audit for three years beginning with the 2016-17 FY. ROLL CALL VOTE; YEAS: 
Eberhart, Cueny, Grey, Griffin, Shoemaker & Torgerson NAYS: None; MOTION 
CARRIED (6-0-0). 

6. Proposed Resolution 2017-03; Rescinding Resolution 2016-22 

The Council discussed what steps should be taken with respect to the election of a 
Charter Commission to begin the Charter Review Process now that the filing 
deadline has passed for candidates without any one filing to run. 

Griffin stated that the state may need to step-in and give the Village direction on 
what to do if nobody runs. 

Wolff stated that the Village is required to hold the election for the Charter 
Commission at, or before, the November 2018 General Election.  As such, the 
Village could rescind Resolution 2016-22 and seek answers from the State on what 
to do. 

A motion was made by Eberhart, seconded by Griffin, to adopt proposed resolution 
2017-03 which rescinds Resolution 2016-22 and would thereby cancel the Special 
Election planned for August of 2017. ROLL CALL VOTE; YEAS: Eberhart, 
Cueny, Grey, Griffin, Shoemaker & Torgerson NAYS: None; MOTION CARRIED 
(6-0-0). 

7. Proposed Resolution 2017-04; Redevelopment Ready Communities 

A motion was made by Cueny, seconded by Griffin, to adopt proposed resolution 
2017-04 which declares the Village’s intent to become engaged in the 
Redevelopment Ready Communities Program from the MEDC. ROLL CALL 
VOTE; YEAS: Eberhart, Cueny, Grey, Griffin, Shoemaker & Torgerson NAYS: 
None; MOTION CARRIED (6-0-0). 

8. Proposed Agreement with BS&A Software 

A motion was made by Cueny, seconded by Eberhart, to approve the proposal from 
BS&A with the “Pay-Per-Hit” option to convert the Village’s tax receipting 
software as proposed by Isabella County. ROLL CALL VOTE; YEAS: Eberhart, 
Cueny, Grey, Griffin, Shoemaker & Torgerson NAYS: None; MOTION CARRIED 
(6-0-0). 

9. Planning Commission Appointment 

Wolff reported that George Dunn submitted his resignation from the Planning 
Commission, which was accepted at March meeting.  The Village advertised for the 
opening and received one applicant. 
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Torgerson stated that he would like to appoint Mike Simon to the remainder of 
George Dunn’s term.  There were no objections from the Council to the 
appointment. 

10. Approval of 2017 Fireworks Contract 

A motion was made by Cueny, seconded by Eberhart, to approve the proposed 
contract with Freedom Fireworks for the 2017 Fireworks, and also approve the 
required permit for the show. ROLL CALL VOTE; YEAS: Eberhart, Cueny, Grey, 
Griffin, Shoemaker & Torgerson NAYS: None; MOTION CARRIED (6-0-0). 

11. Article VI Review Project & Employee Handbook Update 

Wolff discussed the desire to tackle a couple of larger administrative projects that 
will require involvement from the Village Council.  These projects are an update of 
the Village’s Employee Handbook and also the Comprehensive Update to Article 
VI of the Codified Ordinances.  Wolff suggested that the Council either create an 
Ad-hoc Committee or two to deal with these topics, or work on them over the 
course of a few Work Sessions. 

The Council liked the idea of Work Sessions where members could participate as 
they were able to.  Wolff suggested that the Council deal with the scheduling aspect 
of that during the May meeting. 

12. Proposed Resolution 2017-05; Closure of Bank Account 

A motion was made by Grey, seconded by Griffin, to adopt proposed resolution 
2017-05 which would close the bank account for the Local Streets Special 
Assessment Paving Project. ROLL CALL VOTE; YEAS: Eberhart, Cueny, Grey, 
Griffin, Shoemaker & Torgerson NAYS: None; MOTION CARRIED (6-0-0). 

13. Proposed Resolution 2017-06; Budget Amendments 

A motion was made by Eberhart, seconded by Grey, to adopt proposed resolution 
2017-06 which amends the General Fund and Local Streets Fund budgets. ROLL 
CALL VOTE; YEAS: Eberhart, Cueny, Grey, Griffin, Shoemaker & Torgerson 
NAYS: None; MOTION CARRIED (6-0-0). 

14. Proposed Fire/Rescue Coverage Agreement 

The Council discussed the request from the MMRMA to revisit the proposed 
agreement with the Fire Board to have language included which details insurance 
coverage.  Since that language has not been forwarded to the Village yet, Wolff 
suggested that the Council adopt the agreement and then work with the Fire Board 
to approve language once it is supplied by the MMRMA. 

A motion was made by Cueny, seconded by Eberhart, to adopt the fire coverage 
contract for 2017-18. ROLL CALL VOTE; YEAS: Eberhart, Cueny, Grey, Griffin, 
Shoemaker & Torgerson NAYS: None; MOTION CARRIED (6-0-0). 

15. 2017 Lake Patrols  

A motion was made by Cueny, seconded by Eberhart, to approve the proposed Lake 
Patrol Agreement and submit it to Isabella County for their approval. ROLL CALL 
VOTE; YEAS: Eberhart, Cueny, Grey, Griffin, Shoemaker & Torgerson NAYS: 
None; MOTION CARRIED (6-0-0). 
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16. Proposed Resolution 2017-07; Updated Signatures 

A motion was made by Cueny, seconded by Griffin, to adopt proposed resolution 
2017-07 which updates the Village’s authorized signers with Isabella Bank to 
reflect the following officers of the Village Council: 

• Village President:   Dave Torgerson 
• Village President Pro-Tempore:  John Eberhart 
• Village Clerk:    Jeff Grey 
• Village Treasurer:   Charles Kiel 
• Village Deputy Treasurer:  Arnold Griffin 

ROLL CALL VOTE; YEAS: Eberhart, Cueny, Grey, Griffin, Shoemaker & 
Torgerson NAYS: None; MOTION CARRIED (6-0-0). 

17. Proposed Resolution 2017-08; Updated Permit Fee Schedule  

A motion was made by Grey, seconded by Griffin, to adopt proposed resolution 
2017-08 which updates the fee schedule for the Village. ROLL CALL VOTE; 
YEAS: Eberhart, Cueny, Grey, Griffin, Shoemaker & Torgerson NAYS: None; 
MOTION CARRIED (6-0-0). 

18. Approval of Website Agreement 

Grey discussed the proposal from Revize to redesign and host the Village’s website.  
He stated he had reservations about the idea, but was impressed with the 
presentation and looked around and feels that the offer quoted to the Village is a 
very competitive price. 

A motion was made by Cueny, seconded by Eberhart, to approve the website 
agreement with Revize for $2,200 plus annual costs of $1,200. ROLL CALL 
VOTE; YEAS: Eberhart, Cueny, Grey, Griffin, Shoemaker & Torgerson NAYS: 
None; MOTION CARRIED (6-0-0). 

 

Public Comments: None 

 
With no further business, the Village Council stood in adjournment at 9:27 PM. 
 
 
 
 
x\       x\       

Jeffrey P. Grey, Village Clerk       Dave Torgerson, Village President 



Village of Lake Isabella 
Village Council Minutes 
Regular Meeting – May 16, 2017 

1010 Clubhouse Drive 
Lake Isabella, MI, 48893 

 
The Meeting was called to order by Lake Isabella President Dave Torgerson, at 7:00 PM and the 

pledge of allegiance was recited. 

Members Present: Eberhart, Cueny, Grey, Griffin, Kiel, Shoemaker, & Torgerson 
Members Absent: None 

Agenda Approval: 

President Torgerson asked if there were changes to be requested to the Agenda as prepared.  
There were no requests to amend the Agenda, and Torgerson ruled that it was accepted without 
objection. 

Consent Agenda: 

A motion to accept the Consent Agenda as presented was made by Kiel, seconded by Eberhart, 
which included the following items: 

1. April – Invoices & Bills Paid 
2. April – Balance Sheet 
3. April – Income & Expenditure Report 
4. Draft Minutes, April 24, 2017 Liaison Committee 
5. Draft Minutes, April 25, 2017 Village Council Meeting 
6. Draft Minutes, May 9, 2017 Planning Commission Meeting  

ROLL CALL VOTE; YEAS: Eberhart, Cueny, Grey, Griffin, Kiel, Shoemaker, & Torgerson 
NAYS: None; MOTION CARRIED (7-0-0). 

Reports & Presentations: 
1. Village President Torgerson discussed that his family has lived at Lake Isabella for 47 

years and that he was struck on a recent boat ride about how much the community has 
grown during those years. 

2. Village Manager Wolff discussed street paving estimates.  He stated that the estimated 
cost to pave Bishop Lane, Seabury Circle, and Avion Court would result in an assessment 
of over $4,000 per lot.  He stated that this was likely too high to be legal.  He discussed 
concerns voiced by property owners on Rolland Road regarding the work being done at 
the gravel pit.  He also discussed the Planning Commission meeting and Agenda for June.  
He discussed the sign lighting project at the DPW building, and also conversations with 
Unified Brands.  He also stated that him and Clerk Grey had spoken with the Bureau of 
Elections regarding the Village’s Special Election and would be sending them 
information on the issues encountered by the Village.  

Public Hearings: 

1. Proposed Resolution 2017-09: Resolution 2 of 2 for the Annual Renewal of the 
Broomfield Twp. Fire Protection Special Assessment District 

Torgerson opened the public hearing at 7:19 PM. 
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 Public Comments:  

 Sharry D’Ambrosio of Fairway Drive asked if the proposed assessment was 
different than anything currently in place.  Torgerson responded that this was 
simply the annual renewal of the existing Special Assessment and that the Village 
is required to hold a Public Hearing each year before it renews the assessment for 
the upcoming year. 

 Council Comments: None 

Torgerson closed the public hearing at 7:22 PM. 

A motion was made by Cueny, seconded by Eberhart, to adopt proposed resolution 2017-
09 which renews the special assessment to provide funding for fire services for the 
Broomfield Township portion of the village. ROLL CALL VOTE; YEAS: Eberhart, 
Cueny, Grey, Griffin, Kiel, Shoemaker, & Torgerson NAYS: None; MOTION 
CARRIED (7-0-0). 

Public Comments: None 

Existing Business: 

1. Work Session Dates & Projects 

The Council determined that the first work session to work on the update to Article VI of 
the Codified Ordinances would be May 30th at 1 PM. 

2. Lake Isabella Baseline Septic Criteria Meeting 

Wolff reported on a planned meeting in June with the DEQ regarding the status of the 
Baseline Septic Criteria.  Wolff stated that the in response to the Village answering and 
modifying the document based on the five pages of comments received by the DEQ, 
rather than reply in a positive manner the DEQ is insisting that there are still broad areas 
of difference.  Wolff stated that it was his opinion that if the June meeting is not 
successful in getting all parties to agree on an outcome, his recommendation back to the 
Council may be to either drop the project or sue the DEQ.  He stated that he could not 
recommend that the Village continue to spend funds on having engineers make requested 
changes to the document to only have those be rejected by the DEQ. 

There was discussion regarding the current state of affairs with the DEQ and the fallout 
from staff turnover and the Flint water crisis.  It was discussed to see if the former DEQ 
staff member who had worked well with the Village in the past would be willing to come 
out of retirement and serve as a consultant for the meeting in June.  Wolff stated he 
would make contact with that individual and if interested figure out an arrangement that 
was satisfactory.   

New Business 

1. Point & Pay Agreement 

A motion was made by Grey, seconded by Kiel, to approve the merchant agreement with 
Point & Pay to accept credit/debit card payments.  VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED 
7-0-0. 

2. Blighted Structure at 1027 Siesta Lane 
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The Council discussed options regarding a blighted structure at 1027 Siesta Lane.  Wolff 
reported that he would estimate a price to demo the property of being between $5,000 and 
$6,000.  He stated that there have been multiple Civil Infraction Tickets issued to the 
owner of the property since it was condemned by Isabella County.   

There was discussion of options including whether to pursue legal action seeking a court 
order which would require the property owner to demolish the structure.  Issuing 
additional tickets was also discussed. 

A motion was made by Cueny, seconded by Eberhart, to postpone further action until the 
June meeting to allow the Village to contact the property owner to request that he provide 
the Village with a timeframe that will allow him to remove the structure. VOICE VOTE: 
MOTION CARRIED 7-0-0. 

3. Bill Positions 

The Village Council reviewed proposed legislation in the Michigan Legislature.  
SB329/HB4503 would prohibit a local unit of government from banning short-term 
rentals.  Wolff reported that the Village has always banned short-term rentals.  He also 
reported that in 2013 when the community was last asked about this issue, 67% were 
opposed to allowing weekend rentals in the community.  Wolff asked that the Village 
indicate its opposition to these bills.   

Another bill introduced that Wolff recommended a position on was SB 351.  This bill 
would change the preemption of local control over fireworks from all federal holidays to 
just the Independence Day holiday.  Wolff recommended that the Village take a position 
of support for this bill as the Village frequently gets calls about fireworks being used on 
dates other than the Independence Day holiday. 

After discussing the bills, the Council did not object to the Village Manager conveying 
those positions to the Michigan Municipal League and to State Representative Hauck and 
State Senator Emmons. 

4. Proposed 2017-18 Budget 

The proposed budget for 2017-18 was introduced and referred to the Finance Committee. 

Public Comments: 

 Dave McGrath of Queens Way thanked the Village for having a flag disposal bin at the 
Village Hall. 

 Mike Scherba of Isabella Vista asked if there were concerns regarding fallout if a lawsuit 
against the DEQ is pursued.  He voiced concerns about a having a sewer system 
mandated as retaliation on the part of the State of Michigan. 

 
With no further business, the Village Council stood in adjournment at 8:22 PM. 
 
 
 
 
x\       x\       

Jeffrey P. Grey, Village Clerk       Dave Torgerson, Village President 



Village of Lake Isabella 
Village Council Minutes 
Work Session – May 30, 2017 

1010 Clubhouse Drive 
Lake Isabella, MI, 48893 

 
The Meeting was called to order by Lake Isabella President Dave Torgerson, at 1:00 PM and the 

pledge of allegiance was recited. 

Members Present: Eberhart, Cueny, Grey, Griffin, Kiel, & Torgerson 
Members Absent: Shoemaker 

Public Comments: None 

Business/Discussion: 

The Council began its review of Article VI of the Codified Ordinances.  Cueny inquired about 
whether the items covered in this ordinance needed to go through the Planning Commission.  
Wolff stated that they did not as they were not zoning ordinances, but police power ordinances.   

The Council reviewed the following sections during the meeting and discussed the following 
items to amend in a comprehensive update to this Article of the Codified Ordinances. 

Chapter 602:  The Council discussed whether the current “two adult dog rule” was the correct 
level for the community.  It was discussed to use the land use designation of a “Private 
Kennel” to create a way for people to have 3 or 4 adult dogs in residential districts.   

The Council discussed that one condition for the approval of a Private Kennel should be 
tied to not having any past Animal Control violations of some time frame.  Wolff also 
asked for the Council’s OK to work on cleaning up some of the places where broad terms 
are used with the intent of getting to more specific phrases. 

There was also discussion where any certain dog breeds should be further restricted in the 
ordinance.  The Council did not ask to see language to that effect. 

Chapter 612: The Council discussed whether this Chapter is needed.  It was ultimately agreed 
to delete this Chapter in the proposed draft. 

Chapter 614: No changes were discussed for this Chapter. 

Chapter 616: It was discussed to add language which would clarify that people may not light 
or use fireworks over the property of another without their consent.  It was discussed that 
there should be a prohibition on debris from fireworks landing on the property of another. 

It was also noted that there was a formatting error to Section 616.03 that should be 
corrected. 

Chapter 618: No changes were discussed, but a spelling error was corrected. 

Chapter 622: The allowed noise levels were discussed.  Concerns were brought forward 
regarding activity at Termino Park.  Specifically, concerns were discussed about loud 
music with profanity and vulgar language.  After discussing the issue it was asked to see if 
the LIPOA would be willing to have a special Liaison Committee meeting on this matter. 
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Chapter 624: This section was not included in the items reviewed and no changes were 
discussed to this Chapter. 

Chapter 626: This section was not included in the items reviewed and no changes were 
discussed to this Chapter. 

Chapter 632: This section was not included in the items reviewed and no changes were 
discussed to this Chapter as that is being handled as a separate project. 

Chapter 634: It was discussed that this should be deleted and a simple set of regulations 
pertaining to outdoor lighting placed in the zoning code. 

Chapter 636: This section was not included in the items reviewed and no changes were 
discussed to this Chapter. 

The next Work Session was set for 2 PM on Tuesday, June 6, 2017. 

Public Comments: None 

 
With no further business, the Village Council stood in adjournment at 2:25 PM. 
 
 
 
 
x\ [Approved 6-20-2017]         

Jeffrey P. Grey, Village Clerk   
 
 
 
 
 
x\        
     Dave Torgerson, Village President 



Village of Lake Isabella 
Village Council Minutes 
Work Session – June 6, 2017 

1010 Clubhouse Drive 
Lake Isabella, MI, 48893 

 
The Meeting was called to order by Lake Isabella President Dave Torgerson, at 2:00 PM and the 

pledge of allegiance was recited. 

Members Present: Eberhart, Cueny, Grey, Griffin, Kiel, & Torgerson 
Members Absent: Shoemaker 

Public Comments: None 

Business/Discussion: 

The Council began its review of Article VI of the Codified Ordinances.  Cueny inquired about 
whether the items covered in this ordinance needed to go through the Planning Commission.  
Wolff stated that they did not as they were not zoning ordinances, but police power ordinances.   

The Council reviewed the following sections during the meeting and discussed the following 
items to amend in a comprehensive update to this Article of the Codified Ordinances. 

Chapter 642:  The Council reviewed the Blight Code for the Village.  Wolff provided an review 
of Code Enforcement cases and issues that the Village has encountered with blight. 

Wolff reported that the most frequent case handled by Code Enforcement is a blight 
violation for the accumulation of waste and refuse.  He stated that with Dent’s transfer 
station in Remus now closed, he is worried that this might become more of an issue in the 
near future. 

There was discussion as to whether or not the Village should pursue some type of refuse 
franchise or single-hauler agreement as a way to help curtail the impact of Dent’s closing.  
Various options were discussed as to how something could be pursued and how that could 
impact blight issues.  The consensus of the Council was that if something were to be 
explored, it should be done in a manner where the Village approves some type of exclusive 
agreement where a single company offers the most advantageous package and pricing to 
the community, but residents still directly contract with that vendor. 

It was also discussed to reduce the allowed yard height from 12 inches to 8 inches.  Wolff 
reported that over 18% of Code Enforcement cases are for long weeds and grass, and this 
would help get compliance before yards get too long. 

There was also discussion regarding whether or not the Village should explore a cost 
recovery fee for having to remove a tree that falls from private property and blocks a village 
street. 

It was also discussed to move away from the paragraph style the Blight code is currently 
written in, and move to a bullet point style. 

Chapter 644: No changes were discussed to this Chapter. 

Chapter 646: The Council discussed changes to Section 646.07 which included eliminating the 
limited timeframe in the ordinance.  It was discussed that if a resident wanted to sell a boat 
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or vehicle in their driveway, and that vehicles was operational, licensed, and did not have 
a “dealer” plate that it should be allowed. 

Chapter 652: This section was not included in the items reviewed and no changes were 
discussed to this Chapter. 

Chapter 654: No changes were discussed to this Chapter, other than to note that if the Village 
did want to pursue a single-hauler vendor for rubbish one method would be to no longer 
exempt refuse trucks from the overweight vehicle restrictions in this Chapter, and grant a 
single franchise as an exemption to that prohibition. 

Chapter 656: This section was not included in the items reviewed and no changes were 
discussed to this Chapter. 

Chapter 662: It was discussed that this section could be deleted and moved to the zoning code. 
It was also discussed that it could be simplified to only prohibiting pools in streetside yards, 
must be within setbacks, and only inground pools require a permit and fence from the 
Village. 

Chapter 664: It was discussed to clarify the restrictions on where outdoor wood burning 
furnaces are prohibited.  The language discussed to be included in the first draft would be 
to prohibit wood burning furnaces in all residential zoning districts and other locations that 
are within 500 feet of a single-family dwelling. 

The next Work Session was not set, it was agreed to discuss the time and date at the Regular 
Meeting in June of the Village Council. 

Public Comments: None 

 
With no further business, the Village Council stood in adjournment at 3:45 PM. 
 
 
 
 
x\       x\       

Jeffrey P. Grey, Village Clerk       Dave Torgerson, Village President 
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Lake Isabella Village Council 
Regular Meeting Minutes 
June 20, 2017 

1010 Clubhouse Drive 
Lake Isabella, MI 48893 

989.644.8654 
 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:01 PM by Village President Dave 
Torgerson.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those in attendance. 
 
Members Present:  Cueny, Kiel, Griffin, Grey, Eberhart, & Torgerson 
Members Absent:  Shoemaker 
 
The Agenda for the meeting was accepted as presented without objection. 
 
A motion was made by Grey, seconded by Kiel, to approve the Consent 
Agenda as presented.  ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Cueny, Kiel, Griffin, Grey, 
Eberhart, & Torgerson; NAYS: None.  MOTION CARRIED 6-0-0. 
 
Reports: 

Village President: Torgerson reported on the meeting held on June 14th 
with the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) and 
the Central Michigan District Health Department (CMDHD).  Torgerson 
stated that both the MDEQ and CMDHD were very supportive of the 
work done by the Village and that they feel the Village is close to 
having a document that the state can approve.  Torgerson stated that 
he was especially impressed by the demeanor of the MDEQ in light of 
the events earlier in the day involving the Attorney General. 

 
Village Manager: Discussed fundraising to date for the fireworks and 

right-of-way trimming and brush removal that is planned for the 
summer.  He also stated that he had hired somebody to fill the part-
time DPW position. 

Kiel asked about also spraying the stumps when the Autumn Olive 
plants are removed.  Wolff stated that the Village had not done so in 
the past but was open to the idea.   He stated that for best results it 
might be required to use a restricted use chemical that would require 
him to obtain a license from the Michigan Department of Agriculture. 

Torgerson asked about trimming a pine tree near Queens Way and 
Drew.  Wolff stated that this was a Road Commission issue and would 
see if the Road Commission could revisit the trimming they did on the 
tree in the past. 

 
LIPOA: No report was presented. 
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Public Hearing for Proposed 2017-2018 Budget and Millage Rate: 

Torgerson opened the Public Hearing at 7:10 PM. 

Wolff presented the budget, Capital Improvement Plan, and data on 
street conditions.  He discussed plans to do a Slurry Seal on El Camino 
Grande between Queens Way and the eastern intersection of Iberian.  He 
also discussed areas for crack sealing, gravel road work that is planned, 
drainage-related work on Par Drive, and the desire to acquire a pothole 
patcher and a large tank to store brine on-site. 

Torgerson asked about the longevity of a Slurry Seal.  Wolff reported that 
it has 80% of the lifespan that you could expect from an overlay, for only 
65% of the cost.   

Eberhart stated that he liked the idea of spraying the cut Autumn Olive 
stumps which would hopefully kill the entire plant. 

Cueny asked about health care costs, and whether the projected total 
was accurate.  He also asked about how the audit is funded in the 
budget.  Wolff replied that the audit is paid for from the General Fund, 
Major Streets Fund, and Local Streets Fund on a prorated basis based on 
the revenue for each fund. 

Public Comments: 
 Ed Nurski of Sequoia Lane asked how far back the Village plans to go 

when trimming brush.  Wolff stated that it would be comparable to the 
work done last fall on Marietta Lane. 

 Reber Pumill of Sequoia Lane asked if residents could cut the brush in 
the Right-of-Way themselves.  Wolff stated that the Village would not 
grant permission for such an undertaking.  Cueny stated that the 
Village could not grant permission or encourage residents to this due 
to liability concerns. 

Torgerson closed the Public Hearing at 7:47 PM. 

A motion was made by Kiel, seconded by Griffin, to adopt Resolution 
2017-10 which is the General Appropriation Act for 2017-2018 and sets 
the operating Millage at 1 Mill with anticipated Headlee Rollback.  ROLL 
CALL VOTE: YEAS: Cueny, Kiel, Griffin, Grey, Eberhart, & Torgerson; 
NAYS: None.  MOTION CARRIED 6-0-0. 

 
Public Comments: 

 G. Voss of Channel Drive thanked the Village for the work done to 
address the situation of unbuildable lots in southern Lake Isabella.  He 
stated that he has waited many years to build at Lake Isabella and 
hopes that he soon will be able to. 
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Existing Business: 

1. Next Work Session Meeting Date & Topic(s) 
The Council discussed when to meet again in the Work Session format.  
After reviewing schedules, it was agreed to meet at 4 PM or 5 PM on 
July 18th before the Regular July Council meeting. 

Topics to be discussed and reviewed include a first draft of the Article 
VI update, Council Rules, Employee Handbook, and continued talk of 
pursuing a single-hauler refuse agreement. 

2. Baseline Septic Criteria Meeting 
Wolff stated that he shared the same view of the meeting as 
Torgerson who shared his thoughts during the Village President’s 
Report. 

Wolff reported that the approved budget for FY 2017-18, as well as the 
proposed final amendments for FY 2016-17 to be considered under 
New Business #1, do not include any transfer for administrative 
purposes out of the Sewer Fund.  Under an amended Consent 
Agreement, the Village is able to transfer $2,500 annually from the 
Sewer Fund to the General Fund.  Rather, Wolff recommended that the 
remaining money is used to finalize the work the done to date by 
Rowe. 

It was reported that at the meeting the main points that the MDEQ 
were concerned about included using the Michigan Administrative 
Rules versus the Michigan Onsite Criteria, a clear process of inspection 
and enforcement for alternative systems and clarifying items that are 
design requirements and not site requirements. 

The members of the Council in attendance all spoke favorably of the 
report of the meeting and endorsed the continued work of staff and 
Rowe to move forward with modifying the document based on the 
meeting of June 14th. 

3. 1027 Siesta Drive 
Wolff reported that after the last meeting he sent a letter to the owner 
of 1027 Siesta Lane and that no reply was received.  He also reported 
that the estimate from the Village’s Code Enforcement attorney was 
costs of $2,000.  He reported that he has two offers for the demolition 
of $5,000 and $8,500. 

There was discussion regarding the impact on future blight issues if 
the Village were to raze the property without holding the owner 
accountable. 
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A motion was made by Cueny, seconded by Eberhart, to pursue legal 
action against the owner of 1027 Siesta Lane for having a blighted and 
condemned structure. ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Cueny, Kiel, Griffin, 
Grey, Eberhart, & Torgerson; NAYS: None.  MOTION CARRIED 6-0-0. 

 
New Business: 

1. Proposed Resolution 2017-11; Year-end Budget Amendments 
Wolff presented the year-end budget for Council’s review.  The Finance 
Committee met in May and reviewed the budget and endorsed the 
year-end amendments. 

Wolff reported that originally the Village anticipated a shortfall in the 
General Fund of just less than $10,000, but is now projected to end 
the year with just over $8,000 in surplus. 

Wolff also reported that the final payment for the Local Streets Special 
Assessment Paving Project ended up being over $15,000 short, which 
had to be covered by the General Fund. 

A motion was made by Kiel, seconded by Grey, to adopt 
Resolution2017-11 which makes various year-end amendments to the 
Village’s line item budget.  ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Cueny, Kiel, 
Griffin, Grey, Eberhart, & Torgerson; NAYS: None.  MOTION CARRIED 
6-0-0. 

2. Contribution to Isabella County Dive Team 
Wolff explained that Isabella County structures the lake patrol 
agreement so that all hours used are first counted against hours 
covered under the County’s grant from the Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources.  If those hours are exhausted, then they use the 
Contract.  In 2016 the County did not charge the Village for lake 
patrols, and Wolff reported that in the past when this has happened, 
the Village has made a contribution to the Isabella County Dive Team. 

A motion was made by Eberhart, seconded by Kiel, to make a 
contribution in support of the Isabella County Dive Team in the 
amount of $1,000.  ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Cueny, Kiel, Griffin, Grey, 
Eberhart, & Torgerson; NAYS: None.  MOTION CARRIED 6-0-0. 

3. Cordoba Lane Speed Bump Request 
Grey reported that one day when he was recently in the office a 
resident from Cordoba Lane came in to voice concerns over speed on 
his street.  Wolff reported that this was the second individual in as 
many weeks to come in regarding Cordoba. 

Grey stated that the individual asked about having a speed bump 
installed on his street to control speed.   
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Eberhart stated that he was not in favor of the speed bump as it would 
encourage others to request a speed bump for their streets. 

Cueny stated that if people in his neighborhood learned of Cordoba 
getting a speed bump many would want it on Clubhouse Drive.  Wolff 
stated that since Clubhouse Drive is a Major Street a speed bump 
could not go there, but Cordoba is a local street. 

Kiel suggested that before moving forward, a letter is sent to the 
residents on Cordoba asking for their input. 

No other action was taken, and Wolff stated he would work on getting 
a letter out to the residents of Cordoba. 

4. MMRMA Annual Meeting 
The Council reviewed the dates and agenda for the annual meeting for 
the MMRMA.  Wolff stated that he is not planning on attending.  No 
members of the Council expressed an interest in attending. 

 
Public Comments: None 
 
Announcements: 

 Eberhart asked about the meeting in August for new residents.  Wolff 
stated that it came from the Liaison Committee, and that it was 
intended to get new residents up to speed on the structure of the 
community. 

 Grey asked if anyone had received a request from Shoemaker to be 
excused from the meeting.  Wolff stated that he did not receive any 
communication from him.  Manley was asked to go check the voicemail 
for the office to see if a message had been left.  Manley reported no 
messages on voicemail, and Grey asked for Shoemaker’s absence to 
be considered unexcused.  There were no objections to Grey’s request. 

 
With no further business, the Council was adjourned at 8:52 PM. 
 
 
 
 
      
Jeff Grey, Village Clerk 
 
 
 
      
Dave Torgerson, Village President 



Village of Lake Isabella 
Village Council Minutes 
Work Session – July 18, 2017 

1010 Clubhouse Drive 
Lake Isabella, MI, 48893 

 
The Meeting was called to order by Lake Isabella President Dave Torgerson, at 4:34 PM and the 

pledge of allegiance was recited. 

Members Present: Eberhart, Cueny, Grey, Griffin, Kiel, & Torgerson 
Members Absent: Shoemaker 

Public Comments: None 

Business/Discussion: 

 Proposed Ordinance 2017-04Article VI Update: 

Wolff presented a draft to the Council which incorporated the changes from the past two Work 
Sessions.  In addition to the changes discussed, several typos were also corrected and the 
format standardized for all of the individual Chapters. 

The Council reviewed the changes.  There was discussion regarding whether to keep the adult 
dog limit at 2 dogs, with a type of special approval for locations with 3 or 4 dogs.  After 
discussion, and concerns over some locations getting approved and others not, the Council 
elected to strike the limitation all together.   

It was asked about prohibiting fireworks from being launched over other people’s property.  
Wolff stated that when he researched the enabling language in statute, it stated that locals could 
not regulate in any manner fireworks on the day before, day of, or day after a holiday.  

Cueny asked if the prohibition on tall grass applied to ornamental grass.  Wolff stated that it 
did not. 

The Council changed the wording in the draft dealing with where people could sell vehicles 
on their property. 

Wolff reviewed the draft of the Sign code based on the feedback from the 2 Focus Group 
meetings.  The Council struck the prohibition that digital signs could only be monochrome.  
Wolff reviewed the various sizes and types of signs allowed in each district. 

 Village Council Rules: 

The Council did a review of the adopted rules.  Changes were requested to several sections, 
including the Roles of the Village Council & Village Manager, severance agreements, the 
method of requesting to be excused for a meeting, and the Election of Officers. 

 Single Hauler Refuse: 

Wolff presented costs on what residents are currently charged from various firms servicing the 
area.  He stated that if the Village moved forward with an RFP or License it should identify 
key services the community needs and build those into the scoring used to award a License.  
He stated that the most common theme in the calls to the office about trash service since Dent’s 
closure is what to do with large items.  He stated that this should be included in the RFP drafted 
by the Village. 
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Public Comments: None 

 
With no further business, the Village Council stood in adjournment at 6:52 PM. 
 
 
 
 
x\ [Approved August 15, 2017]   Jeffrey P. Grey  x\ David K. Torgerson   

Jeffrey P. Grey, Village Clerk                  Dave Torgerson, Village President 
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Lake Isabella Village Council 
Regular Meeting Minutes 
July 18, 2017 

1010 Clubhouse Drive 
Lake Isabella, MI 48893 

989.644.8654 
 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:01 PM by Village President Dave 
Torgerson.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those in attendance. 
 
Members Present:  Cueny, Kiel, Griffin, Grey, Eberhart, & Torgerson 
Members Excused:  Shoemaker 
 
The Agenda for the meeting was accepted as presented without objection. 
 
A motion was made by Kiel, seconded by Grey, to approve the Consent 
Agenda as presented.  ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Cueny, Kiel, Griffin, Grey, 
Eberhart, & Torgerson; NAYS: None.  MOTION CARRIED 6-0-0. 
 
Reports: 

Village President: Torgerson thought the firework display was great.  The 
Village raised over $8,000 in donations.  There were some infraction 
tickets issued at party point however, all was quiet after that. 

 
Village Manager: Discussed 

Torgerson reappointed Laraway to Planning Commission with Council 

consent. 

Cueny asked what happened with the Siesta Lane issue.  Wolff stated 
legal firm will file this case by the end of this week.  Also, what was 
the cost of the fireworks and what did we pay out. 

 
LIPOA: No report given 
 

 
Public Comments: 

 Brian Roberts of 1005 York Dr visited in March and appreciated the 
council response he received.  He wanted to report that 5 incidents 
since his March visit has occurred.  Animal control hasn’t responded 
however Manager Wolff has.  Thank you to all of you for being 
responsive.  He looked at few different things.  Under public nuisance 
section 13: Does this section mean it can it happen once then the 
second time we deal with it or do we deal with it on the first 
occurrence?  Wolff said a warning would be first and the second time a 
ticket would be issued.  Also, when a dog bit their dog it fell through 
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the loops because of our current wording, what is the definition of 
attack under the new wording and would his previous incident have 
fallen under the attack wording?  Another question is regarding the 
dog at large three or more times in a year, is that a calendar year or 
does the date start on the first incident date?  Plus, he feels is 
shouldn’t have a year time limit.  In addition to the above questions, 
602.09 old letter e is crossed off pertaining to two two neighbors 
complaining about the dog, does this still apply or is it covered 
somewhere else?  Finanlly, can a complainant also make a case as well 
as the owner of the complaint animal?  Meaning if the complainant 
does not like the outcome of the council decision can they come back 
and seek a case. 

 Bill Preuss 1055 Crown Point asked about checking dog licenses and 
how it would be monitored? 
 

 
Existing Business: 

1. Cordoba Lane Speed Control:  The Village heard back from 
approximately 4 residents, two didn’t have a problem with speed on 
the streets and did not want speed bumps, 1 who didn’t know what 
solution would be and wished us luck with this problem, and another 
owner who thought solution might be to make a 3 way stop at Madrid 
and Cordoba. 

Cueny asked how much a stop sign cost Wolff responded $120.00 for 
the intersection.  Cueny then asked if we put up the signs up would it 
make it worse because then everyone would want one up. 

Griffin how many people complained about speed? Wolff responded 
that 2 people made complaints, that there are approximately twenty 
houses, and of the twenty houses 4 responded. 

Council stated to try the stop signs on a 90-day trail.  Wolff will bring a 
TCO to next month’s meeting for approval. 

 

2. Lake Isabella Baseline Septic Criteria Draft: Rowe gave us the changes 
they needed to make per the State, Wolff made the Villages changes 
per the State and our attorney got the whole thing back to us today to 
submit back to the State of Michigan.  Wolff discussed the draft and 
the database with council. He also provided the council with the 
sample deed restriction for an alternative system and discussed the 
restrictions with the council.  This will only apply to GE2 and LIS with 
an alternative system. 
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Cueny asked if there are any fines if we do not go through with this.  
Wolff stated no. 
 

Torgerson stated that there is software out there that will keep track 
of all this for the Village. 

Griffin if someone has a lot and wants to build a house on it who 
comes out to tell them what kind of system they are required to get.  
Council answered the Health Department. 

Kiel asked what is the timeframe.  Wolff stated he will send it 
tomorrow but there are other steps that will have to be completed 
before people can use these criteria. 

 

3. July 18, 2017 Work Session Items: Draft of article 6, council rules 
have changes ready for resolution for next month’s meeting.  Wolff will 
put together an rfp for next month on the Single haul trash license 
that was discussed.  Also, a definition to what a dog bite was found 
and will be added to the appropriate section.  There will be a public 
hearing on this at next month’s meeting. 
 

 
New Business: 

1. June 23-24 Flood Follow Up: Drainage issues on the Baseline Rd to 
Birdie Dr area of Coldwater Rd, hole 2 on the golf course, and 
washouts on Birdie Drive, School Rd to Campo Ct, Bonanza and 
Coldwater south of the village.  The Village should consider the 
possible ditching of Baseline Rd.  If the county would replace culvert at 
Birdie Dr under Coldwater it would help tremendously. The Village 
should address Parkview Dr by moving the spillways and extending the 
hma curve and pave a portion of the shoulder.  The Village does not 
have a cost estimate yet and it must come out of the local street fund.  
Wolff will come back with a proposal. 
 

2. Review and Approval of Crack Sealing Bid: We received bids last 
Wednesday.  There were four bids for consideration.  Ryan came in at 
94¢ but could only do 3 of the 4 areas and would take them 6 days to 
complete, GT came in at 98.9¢ they could do all 4 areas and be done 
in 4 days, Wolverine came in at 99¢ and could only do 3 of the 4 areas 
but could also be done in 4 days, B&E came in at $1.00, could do all 4 
areas however it would take them 6 days.   
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Cueny makes motion seconded by Eberhart to award the Crack Sealing 
bid to GT Contracting. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Cueny, Kiel, Griffin, Grey, Eberhart, & 
Torgerson; NAYS: None.  MOTION CARRIED 6-0-0. 
 

3. 2017 Pavement Marking: No bids came in but Michigan Pavement 
Marking misunderstood and thought we wanted them to do the work.  
They stated that they would honor last year’s pricing.  

Kiel made a motion seconded by grey to hire Michigan Pavement 
Markings. 

 

ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Cueny, Kiel, Griffin, Grey, Eberhart, & 
Torgerson; NAYS: None.  MOTION CARRIED 6-0-0. 
 
 

Public Comments:  
 Mike Scherba 1062 Isabella Vista: Stated he wouldn’t get excited 

about the 40 yr rain event.  He likes Tim’s idea on Parkview but views 
that our area handled the rain well.  The sign work session had a 
gentleman who brought up the digital signs and the possibility of 
putting it up in front of his business and referred to Dar’s Barn in 
Remus and he thinks he would be opposed to a sign of that nature.  
He doesn’t want to stir up the pot but when whispering pines was 
going through development with the health department and deq he 
thought they had to get approval for each house but wants to know if 
anyone is following up with that obligation and now there is a second 
home permit being sought. 

 Brian Roberts 1005 York: Manager Wolff came up with a great 
definition and recapped what he wanted explanations of or questions 
he would like to be considered. 
 

 
Announcements: 

 Torgerson will not be here for the August 15th meeting. 
 Liaison is tentatively set for August 28th and Wolff will not be in 

attendance on that date. 
 
With no further business, the Council was adjourned at 8:20 PM. 
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[Approved August 15, 2017] Jeffrey P. Grey    

Jeff Grey, Village Clerk 
 
 
 
 David K. Torgerson    
Dave Torgerson, Village President 



Lake Isabella Village Council 
Regular Meeting Minutes 
August 15, 2017 

1010 Clubhouse Drive 
Lake Isabella, MI 48893 

989.644.8654 
 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Village President Pro Temp 
John Eberhart.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those in attendance. 
 
Members Present:  Cueny, Kiel, Griffin, Grey, Eberhart, & Shoemaker 
Members Excused:  Torgerson 
 
Agenda Approval: 

A motion was made by Cueny seconded by Grey to accept the agenda as 
presented.  VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED 6-0-0 

 
Consent Agenda: 

A motion to accept the Consent Agenda as presented was made by Kiel, 
seconded by Cueny, which included the following items: 

 1.  June – Investment Report  
2.  July – Investment Report  
3. July – Invoices & Bills Paid   
4. July – Balance Sheet  
5. July – Income & Expenditure Report  
6. Draft Minutes, July 18, Village Council Meeting   
7. Draft Minutes, July 18, Village Council Work Session  
8. Draft Minutes, August 8, Planning Commission Meeting  

 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Cueny, Kiel, Griffin, Grey, Eberhart, & 
Shoemaker NAYS: None; MOTION CARRIED (6-0-0). 

 
Reports: 

1. Village President: None 
 
2. Village Manager: Tim Wolff met with Sheriff Main to look into possible 

coverage operations.  Main stated only over time coverage would be 
available.   

Trimming of brush along the shoulders of several streets has been 
done so far via a private contractor working four days,  3-4 more days 
will be needed this fall, crack sealing is done, and pavement markings 
should be done by the end of the month. 

Baseline Septic Criteria had only one major change and a few minor 
changes that needed to be done.  The requested changes were made, 
and an updated document was submitted. 
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Dog license sweep produced 34 total residences with dogs and roughly 
of those 20 did not have a license in Isabella County.  Letters will mail 
out tomorrow depending on tonight’s outcome of proposed Ordinance 
2017-04. 

E. Coli Testing is available on our website and Facebook.  No issues so 
far this summer.  We have one more test for this summer coming up. 

The new Village Website is up and running.  Manager Wolff gave a 
brief presentation of the website. 

 
LIPOA: No report was given 

 
Public Hearings: 

Ordinance 2017-04; Article VI Comprehensive Update 

Council Discussion on Prepared Draft: 

Cueny stated he is in agreement for four dogs.  Also, Cueny would like 
to keep the fencing portion in the ordinance for swimming pools due to 
the fact the building code changed in regards to swimming pools. 

Grey asked if the temporary inflatable pools would require fences 
around them.  Wolff stated no. 

Griffin stated that all inground pools should have a fence around them. 

Grey asked if only inground pools require fencing and not above 
ground correct.  Wolff stated that appeared to be correct. 

Council talked about looking into later putting fencing stipulations on 
above ground pools. 

A motion made by Cueny seconded by Griffin to include the amended 
draft of Chapter 662 in the draft Ordinance. VOICE VOTE: MOTION 
CARRIED 6-0-0. 

The Village Council discussed the proposed change to Chapter 602 
which would delete the Village’s limit on two adult dogs over the age of 
six-months.  Wolff stated that he checked with Mt. Pleasant, and they 
limit properties to a total of four dogs/cats unless it is a kennel.  He 
submitted language to put that regulation into the Ordinance as 
602.07(B). 

A motion was made by Kiel seconded by Cueny to amend section 
602.07 as Wolff presented. VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED 6-0-0. 

 
Public Hearing: 
President Pro Temp Eberhart opened the public hearing at 7:36 PM 
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 Public Comments:  

o A letter was submitted by Jason and Carolyn Galla requesting that 
the Village keep a limit of two-dogs on properties. 

o Bernita Corbitt submitted several emails in advance of the meeting 
requesting that the Village keep a two-dog limit. 

o Bernita Corbitt spoke to the Council; she believes it should be 
limited to two dogs especially in her area.  She says the barking 
around her house is horrible.  She was accosted by three dogs.  
Luckily, she didn't fall or have a heart attack.  People don't take 
care of what they have.  She has dogs that bark all around her.  
She has only been back a year, and she is not happy, and she has 
put in more complaints then anywhere she’s been at.  She thinks 
two dogs is enough because people don’t take care of them. 

o Ed Drumm agrees with the two-dog limit.  If we had bigger lots, he 
feels it would be different.  Unless it is service dogs.  But two dogs 
are enough in the close proximity we have. Pit bulls are nice, but if 
you have three of them, it is not safe.  If you have more than three 
you have no way of controlling the dogs. 

o Mike Scherba is in agreement with the two-dog limit and he 
believes the Building and Use Restriction has a two dog limit.  He 
thinks it is where we should keep it.  We would be better off limiting 
it. 

o Brian Roberts is in disagreement with the four dogs.  He is okay 
with two dogs two cats but not four dogs.  He sent an email to Tim 
last night regarding a dog on Queens Way that strayed out of its 
yard.  He asked why add more dogs if we can't control the dogs we 
have now.  He appreciates all the work that has gone into this 
ordinance. 

o Larry Hiither was not sure why we are even considering increasing 
the dog limit.  He thinks two dogs is plenty for any household here.  
He also thinks we need to leave it at the two-dog limit. 

o Dave McGrath is on board with two dogs.  It just seems too much 
to go more than that.  Why is there such an issue with barking 
dogs?  He is favor with no more than two. 

 
 Council Comments: 

o Cueny gave a brief explanation of his stance. 

o Eberhart is on board with the two dogs but would like to see where 
the four dogs’ ordinance goes.  He stated his is not carved in stone. 
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o Grey is okay with the number being 4.   If you have two dogs that 
mate and have puppies you can at least keep two.  It doesn't 
matter the number of dogs when it comes to the barking or dogs 
coming off their lots.  Those are the issues that we need to deal 
with not the number but the issues at hand like barking and 
straying off their property.  I am not convinced the County will work 
with us.  So, whether we take on more or we buckle down on the 
county to do more stuff. 

o Eberhart that is positive no one on the board wants anyone to feel 
unsafe walking in their neighborhood.  He stated that he feels 
everyone on the Council is on the same side as the audience.  
Trying to make it the best for everybody and in a short period of 
time that could change. 

o Griffin stated that his wife was attacked by a German Shephard and 
had a nephew that was bitten in the face and still carries the scars.  
Personally, he can't see himself owning more than one dog however 
some people need more than one pet.  We need to address the 
behavior not the number.  We have tightened down on some things 
for the behavior with this ordinance if you have all these rules on 
behavior, but you need someone to enforce them.  He is not sure it 
is fair to give Manager Wolff another hat to wear as he wears many 
as it is.  The community has to realize and they haven't yet that we 
need a little more help meaning we need more money.  If people 
want more things then they have to be willing to put forth a little 
more money.  We operate this village on 1mil for the last 20 years.  
name another community that has done that and giving the 
services, we give for 1 mil.  The people turned down the at the last 
election to even allow us to ask for more.  We will do our best and 
personally, it is not the number of dogs it is the behavior of dogs.  
We will do our very best on helping you take care of the behavior of 
those dogs but as neighbors you also have to work together. 

o Kiel thinks a lot of us love to get out and go for walks.  He suggests 
to take a neighbor with you now you have a witness.  take your cell 
phone record it.  As for barking not sure what we can do about 
that.  Sheriff won't come out for that at 3 in the morning. 

o Shoemaker is in favor of the two-dog rule. 

o Cueny wanted to point out that it is the owners’ reasonability and 
the owners are the problem, not the dogs.   

President Pro Temp Eberhart closed the public hearing at 7:47 PM. 
 

A motion was made by Kiel seconded by Cueny to adopt proposed   
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Ordinance 2017-04 as amended; Article VI Comprehensive Update.  ROLL 
CALL VOTE; YEAS: Griffin, Kiel, Eberhart, Grey, Cueny NAYS: Shoemaker 
MOTION CARRIED (5-1-0). 
 

Public Comments: 

 Ed Drumm of Essex Drive asked if the Council set the number of dogs 
at four or two.  He stated four dogs is a pack and was not happy with 
the action of the Council. 

 Bernita Corbitt of Essex Drive asked how many people came tonight 
who said no to four dogs, but the Council ignored those comments. 

 Brian Roberts of Essex Drive stated he Feels the council just increased 
the issue by allowing four animals.  It is not just elderly that has 
issues with dogs leaving yards.  He stated that he feels that he is 
leaving here feeling defeated after all the work done to clarify items in 
the Animal Control Chapter.  He asked Kiel if he would like to walk 
with him.  Kiel stated to call him and he absolutely would.  Roberts 
stated to say we can change it now and change it later is not a good 
answer.  How many incidents have to happen?  He appreciates all the 
work that has done and all the good things that were changed but it 
blew his mind that we would allow four dogs.  He stated 5 or 6 people 
came to speak against it and the council chose to ignore that.   

 Larry Hiither of Queens Way is a little perplexed on the decision of the 
council.  He and Shoemaker do not always see eye to eye but wanted 
to compliment him for sticking to his opinion.   

 Mike Scherba of Isabella Vista has the same sediment with what Brian 
said if we are having trouble enforcing the two-dog number then we 
just doubled our problem.  For a number of reasons, I think two dogs 
is plenty. 

 
Existing Business: 

1. Resolution 2017-12; Council Rules and Amendment:  

The proposed Resolution would update the adopted rules and 
procedures for the village council. 

Councilman Cueny stated that on page 149 of the packet that the 
whole section was struck out.  Councilman Cueny would like only to 
strike the last two sentences and keep the first three sentences.  Then 
where it says talks about roll call where it says president speaks last, 
he would like it to state the presiding officer.    

There was discussion regarding recognizing the Village Manager to 
speak as addressed on page 12 of 21.  No change was made. 
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President Pro Temp Eberhart asked if any of the council members have 
any issues with the changes made here tonight.  No concerns were 
voiced. 

Manager Wolff stated that right now I am not following rules because 
your rules say that members must use a digital copy and right now 
one member gets a printed packet. 

Manager Wolff gave the council wording that would make the staff 
compliant with the council rules. 

A motion was made by Cueny and seconded by Grey to adopt
 Resolution 2017-12; Council Rules and Amendment as modified 

ROLL CALL: YEAS: Kiel, Shoemaker, Cueny, Eberhart, Grey, Griffin; 
NAYS: None.  MOTION CARRIED (6-0-0). 

2. Traffic Control Order 2017-01 

If approved, TCO (Traffic Control Order) 2017-01 would create a 
temporary three way stop at Cordoba and Madrid at the north end.  
This was requested by property owners.  The TCO requires that the 
Village Council revisit the matter to make it permanent in 60-90 days. 

A motion was made by Cueny and seconded by Kiel to approve Traffic 
Control Order 2017-01 and revisit it in 60 to 90 days. 

ROLL CALL VOTE; YEAS: Shoemaker, Cueny, Grey, Griffin, Keil; NAYS: 
Eberhart; MOTION CARRIED (5-1-0) 

3. Committee Appointments 

 ZBA: Lee Prince was appointed to a three-year term. 

 Ethics: Bernie Baldwin was appointed to a three-year term. 

 Airport Board: Jack Gildea was appointed to a three-year term. 

4. Single Hauler Refuse RFP/Ordinance  

This item is a discussion regarding the possibility of enacting an 
ordinance that would allow the village to create and exclusively license 
for refuse collection in the community.  Wolff put together a rough 
illustration of how you would do this.  Our next step is engaging the 
community.  Manager Wolff wants to give the polished ordinance to 
our attorney to make sure it is legally complete before moving forward 
with engagement.  Councilman Cueny wants it to be polished up and 
engage the community as discussed.  Clerk Grey asked how do we 
want to get this out to the residents.  Manager Wolff stated that we do 
a hard copy mailing with the polished version.  Clerk Grey asked if this 
would only go to homes not vacant lot owners.  Manager Wolff stated 
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he will get with legal and get a polished version to the council next 
week. 

 
New Business: 

1. Set Personnel Committee Meeting 

The council needs to set a meeting of the personnel committee to 
discuss the Village Manager’s annual review and also to update the 
employee handbook.  

Council agreed to 4 PM on September 19 2017.   

 Council asked Manager Wolff to obtain food for the 4 PM meeting. 

2. MML Annual Convention 

The Michigan Municipal League Annual Convention is planned for 
September 13 through September 15 in Holland.  Wolff saw nothing 
urgent that was being discussed and the price is also higher than when 
it was in previous years.  Unless directed to by the Council, Wolff 
stated he is not planning on attending.  There we no objections from 
the Council to him not attending.  No members of the Council 
expressed an interest in attending. 

3. Street Project/Equipment Purchase 

The estimate came in today from Central Asphalt to do the repair work 
on Parkview at a price of $13,129.  Staff recommends delaying pot 
hole patcher purchase and covering the rest from our fund balance. 

This is a unique circumstance due to timing of flood and that Central 
Asphalt has a HMA curb machine and Manager Wolff stated that the 
council needed to recognize that due to the uniqueness of the situation 
they did not follow the purchasing policy. 

Cueny stated the he thinks we should not only go with the  central 
asphalt bid but also spend the extra resources and purchase the pot 
hole patcher. 

A motion was made by Cueny seconded by Kiel to approve the Central 
Asphalt bid under the exception allowed in §244.05(3), purchase a 
pothole patcher in the amount of $7,500, and place the gravel project 
on hold for Northview and Channel.  ROLL CALL VOTE; YEAS: Cueny, 
Grey, Griffin, Kiel, Shoemaker, Eberhart; NAYS: None; MOTION 
CARRIED (6-0-0)  
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4. Liaison Committee Meeting Date and Agenda Items 

The next Liaison Committee Meeting is August 30, 2017 at 9 AM at the 
LIPOA office building. 

Councilman Cueny stated he might not be able to make that meeting. 

President Pro Temp Eberhart would like weeds in lake to be discussed  
 

Public Comments: None 
 
Announcements: None 
 
 
With no further business, the Council was adjourned at 9:30 PM. 
 
 
 
 

[Approved 9-19-2017] Jeffrey P. Grey  

Jeffrey P. Grey, Village Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 

 John Eberhart    
John Eberhart, Village President Pro-Tempore 

 



Village of Lake Isabella 
Village Council Minutes 
Special Meeting – September 5, 2017 

1010 Clubhouse Drive 
Lake Isabella, MI, 48893 

989.644.8654 

  

Members Present: Eberhart, Kiel, Griffin, Cueny, & Torgerson 
Members Absent: Shoemaker & Grey 

The Meeting was called to order at 9:00 AM by Village President Torgerson. 

Public Comments: None 

Business: 

Resolution 2017-13; State Disaster Contingency Fund Grant Application 

A motion was made by Eberhart, seconded Cueny, to adopt Resolution 2017-13 which 
designates Village Manager Wolff as the contact person for the State of Michigan in 
coordinating possible state reimbursement for funds expended in addressing the flooding of 
June 23-27. Yeas: Eberhart, Kiel, Griffin, Cueny, & Torgerson; Nays: None. MOTION 
CARRIED 5-0-01. 

Public Comments: None 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:02 AM. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

[Approved 9-19-2017] Jeffrey P. Grey  

Jeffrey P. Grey, Village Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 

 David K. Torgerson    
Dave Torgerson, Village President 
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Lake Isabella Village Council     1010 Clubhouse Drive 
Regular Meeting Minutes          Lake Isabella, MI 48893 
September 19, 2017          989.644.8654 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Village President David 
Torgerson.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those in attendance. 
 
 
Members Present:  Cueny, Eberhart, Grey, Kiel, Shoemaker, & Torgerson 
Members Excused: Griffin 
 
Agenda Approval: The agenda was accepted without objection.   
 
Consent Agenda: A motion to accept the Consent Agenda as presented was 

made by Grey, seconded by Cueny, which included the following 
items: 

 1. August – Investment Report  

2. August – Invoices & Bills Paid  

3. August – Balance Sheet  

4. August – Income & Expenditure Report  

5. Draft Minutes, August 15, 2017, Village Council Meeting  

6. Draft Minutes, August 30, 2017, Liaison Committee Meeting  

7. Draft Minutes, September 5, 2017, Village Council Meeting  

8. Draft Minutes, September 12, 2017, Planning Commission Meeting  

ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Cueny, Kiel, Grey, Eberhart, Shoemaker, & 
Torgerson NAYS: None; MOTION CARRIED (6-0-0). 
 

Reports: 
1. Village President: No Report 

  
2. Village Manager: 

 Request from residents on Barcelona to make Cordoba and 
Barcelona a three-way stop was presented to the Council, Wolff 
advised them to hold off on addressing this request until the 
Council has a final review of Traffic Control Order 2017-01. 

 The pothole-patcher, asphalt cutter, and plate compactor were 
delivered. 

 The State accepted the Village’s disaster relief request, and we will 
reimburse once the Parkview project is done. 
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 The Village’s auditors will be here in October with their report. 
 The Village recently applied and received a grant for Cartegraph; it 

is a software program that will track assets in the street network. 
 Wolff discussed options to modify the Village’s fleet.  Specifically, 

looking at trading in the F150 towards a new F250 with a plow. 
 Rep Hauck will be here Sept. 29th.  There are two pieces of 

legislation in the report that Manager Wolff would like to discuss 
with Rep. Hauck and Sen. Emmons.  Those are HB 4954 and HB 
4942, Wolff discussed his concerns with the 30 day requirement 
that HB 4942 would place on bidding. 

 
3. LIPOA:  No Report 

 
Public Hearings:  None 

 

Public Comments:  
 George Dunn: Queens Way – Mr. Dunn wanted to publicly thank 

whoever is responsible for the flowers coming in/out of the Village. The 
Council responded that property owner Joyce Swan and her husband 
are to thank. 

Existing Business: 
1. Single Hauler Refuse Ordinance & Receipt of Legal Opinion: 

The Council now has the final polished version that satisfies our needs 
and has the attorney’s changes included as well.  Manager Wolff asked 
if it would be a good idea to talk to Mt. Pleasant to see if they would 
want to work together instead of us doing it on our own.  Clerk Grey 
doesn’t have a problem with talking to Mt. Pleasant before sending out 
our own.  Treasurer Kiel thinks we just need to get our owners’ input 
on this.  Councilman Cueny asked if a newsletter or some type of 
informational packet will be sent out.  President Torgerson said it’s 
important that our trash is picked up on one day versus multiple days.  
Treasurer Kiel stated it is important that the pickup day is Monday or 
Tuesday so weekenders trash is not left out all week.  Council wants to 
see this ordinance get out to the public for feedback before taking 
further action. 
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2. Baseline Septic Criteria:  
Wolff presented the most recent revisions of the Baseline Septic 
Criteria to the Council for its review.  The Council did not voice any 
concerns over the minor changes to the document since last reviewed. 

 
New Business: 

1. Proposed Ordinance 2017-05; Manufactured and Modular Homes:   
Proposed Ordinance 2017-05 was forwarded to the Village Council 
from the Planning Commission, and was formally introduced by Grey.  
This ordinance clarifies the use of the terms “Manufactured Home” and 
“Modular Home” in the zoning code.  It also clarifies that manufactured 
homes are only allowed in LR-2 and Ag Districts. President Torgerson 
set the public hearing for Ordinance 2017-05 for the October 2017 
meeting. 
 

2. Residential Rental License and Inspections:   
The Village’s program operates on a three-year cycle.  Wolff asked the 
Council to evaluate this program, and whether it is still working toward 
the mission originally set.  Manager Wolff would recommend that we 
keep the standards but drop the licensing and inspections part.  
Councilman Cueny recommends we go with the Managers 
recommendation and to move forward with getting an amendment to 
the ordinance Grey supports that approach. 

Public Comments:  
 Dave McGrath: Stated that he likes the single hauler trash proposal. 

 
Announcements: None 
 
Village Manager Annual Review: 

A motion was made by Grey, seconded by Cueny to go into Closed 
Session at 7:59 pm. ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Cueny, Kiel, Grey, 
Eberhart, Shoemaker, & Torgerson NAYS: None; MOTION CARRIED (6-0-
0). 
 
A motion was made by Cueny, seconded by Eberhart, to exit the Closed 
Session at 8:31 PM. ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Cueny, Kiel, Grey, Eberhart, 
Shoemaker, & Torgerson NAYS: None; MOTION CARRIED (6-0-0). 
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A motion was made by Kiel, seconded by Eberhart, to give the Village 
Manager a one-time bonus of $3,000.  ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Cueny, 
Kiel, Grey, Eberhart, Shoemaker, & Torgerson NAYS: None; MOTION 
CARRIED (6-0-0). 
 

With no further business, the Village Council was adjourned at 8:35 PM. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

      

Jeff Grey, Village Clerk 

 

 

 

      

Dave Torgerson, Village President 
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Lake Isabella Village Council 
Regular Meeting Minutes 
October 17, 2017 

1010 Clubhouse Drive 
Lake Isabella, MI 48893 

989.644.8654 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Village President Dave 
Torgerson.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those in attendance. 
 
Members Present:   Cueny, Eberhart, Grey, Griffin, Kiel, Shoemaker & 
Torgerson 
Members Absent or Excused:  None 
 
Agenda Approval: 

A motion was made by Kiel, seconded by Eberhart, to accept the agenda 
as presented.  VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED 7-0-0 

 
Consent Agenda: 

A motion to accept the Consent Agenda as presented was made by Kiel, 
seconded by Eberhart, which included the following items: 

 1.  September – Investment Report  
2.  September – Invoices and Bills Paid  
3.  September – Balance Sheet   
4.  September – Income and Expenditure Report  
5.  Draft Minutes, September 19, Personnel Committee Meeting 
6.  Draft Minutes, September 19, Village Council Meeting  
7.  Draft Minutes, September 19, Village Council Closed Session 
8.  Draft Minutes, October 5, Finance Committee Meeting 
9.  Draft Minutes, October 10, Planning Commission Meeting 

 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Cueny, Eberhart, Grey, Griffin, Kiel, Shoemaker 
& Torgerson NAYS: None; MOTION CARRIED (7-0-0). 

 
Reports: 

• Village President:  
 President Torgerson stated that members of the Village Council should 

be active in recruiting people to run for the Charter Commission.  He 
stated that in addition to the 4 seats up on the Village Council, voters 
will need to elect 5 people to serve on the Charter Commission.   He 
also discussed the need to update the employee handbook, and he 
addressed the Village's master plan as it is coming up on five years 
and will need to be reviewed. Finally, he discussed the need for 
additional revenue as the Village lacks the resources to fund police 
protection and maintain roads at the current millage rate.. 
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• Village Manager:  
Manager Wolff spoke asked the Council to formally consider seeking a 
dedicated agreement with the Sheriff’s Department.  He stated that he 
would like to negotiate an agreement with the Sheriff’s Department to 
be funded via a voter approved measure in 2018.  Thus making the 
vote specific to the agreement with the Sheriff, and not a conceptual 
ask for more revenue. Manager Wolff gave an update on the project 
status of the Village’s Department of Public Works.  The Parkview 
project is set to start next week. 

Manager Wolff reviewed the year to date Code Enforcement numbers 
and, also, let the Council know that he invited Mr. Glawe to tonight’s 
meeting.  Mr. Glawe offered the following update to the Village based 
on the previously agreed to Site Plan: 

Mr. Glawe stated they had the berms up to height.  They struggled 
due to weather with the vegetation on the berm.  They are 
considering putting top soil on most of them to grow the kind of 
vegetation he envisioned.  Most companies will not sell Scotch Pines 
in the summer so they only have about four however they used 
blue spruce to offset that and they have another 25-scotch pine 
coming this Friday which should satisfy the tree requirement.  
Gravel in the drive on the drive has also been a struggle.  They 
have brought a number of loads in however they are looking for 
limestone for a more permanent solution.  They have moved the 
material to the appropriate side and are now in the process of 
cleaning the other areas up.  They still need to move the fuel tank.  
They also have a dumpster out front in hopes of helping with the 
cleanup.   

 
• LIPOA: No report was given 

 
Public Hearings: 

1. Proposed Ordinance 2017-05; Manufactured & Modular Homes 
President Torgerson opened the public hearing at 7:22 PM 
• Public Comments: None 

• Council Comments: None 

        President Torgerson closed the public hearing at 7:25 PM. 

A motion was made by Eberhart, seconded by Grey, to adopt proposed 
Ordinance 2017-05 as presented; ROLL CALL VOTE; YEAS: Cueny, 
Eberhart, Grey, Griffin, Kiel, Shoemaker & Torgerson  NAYS: None; 
MOTION CARRIED (7-0-0). 
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Public Comments: 

 Mike King of Vestaburg:  Introduced their company Kings’ Disposal.  
They are interested in bidding on the single hauler refuse if the Council 
decides to go that route. 

 
Existing Business: 

1. Traffic Control Order 2017-01:  
The Village Council discussed TCO 2017-01 and what the Council’s 
final determination was going to be.  This Traffic Control Order created 
a three-way stop at the intersection of Cordoba and Madrid.  The TCO 
required that it be reviewed between 60 and 90 days after being 
enacted.  Failure to approve it after the review period would result in 
the TCO expiring.  The Village Council received only limited feedback, 
all of stating it was not needed.  As such, the TCO was allowed to 
expire. 

2. Single-Hauler Refuse Ordinance: Newsletter 
This was a review of the draft "Q&A" for the next newsletter to discuss 
why the Village is considering adopting an Ordinance to  award a 
license to a single-hauler for residential trash services.   

Council Member Griffin thinks if the cost is not an issue then he 
believes this deserves its' own letter. 

Manager Wolff stated that he feels that there should be some open 
forums with himself and council members to meet with the public for 
Q&A. 

The Council reviewed the draft document, and felt it accurately 
reflected the concerns discussed over the previous months on this 
matter. 

 
New Business: 

1. Request for Excused Absences & Meeting Schedule 
 The Village Council reviewed travel and winter schedules for the next 6 

months, the following members requested, and were approved to be 
excused as follows: 
 November 21st Regular Meeting: Griffin & Shoemaker excused. 
 December 19th Regular Meeting:  This meeting was rescheduled to 

December 12th, and Griffin & Shoemaker were excused from the 
rescheduled meeting date. 
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 January 16th Regular Meeting: Cueny, Griffin, Kiel, & Shoemaker 
were excused.  With there being a lack of a quorum, this meeting 
was canceled. 

 February 20th Regular Meeting: Cueny, Griffin, Kiel, & Shoemaker 
were excused.  With there being a lack of a quorum, this meeting 
was canceled. 

 March 20th Regular Meeting: Cueny, Griffin, Kiel, & Shoemaker were 
excused.  With there being a lack of a quorum, this meeting was 
canceled. 

 April 17th Regular Meeting: This meeting was rescheduled to April 
24th.  Kiel was excused for the rescheduled date. 

2. 2018 Fireworks Date 
July 7th would be the Villages’ normal date for fireworks based on the 
past practice of holding the event on the Saturday nearest to the 4th of 
July. However, Weidman Days is hosting fireworks that day so other 
options need to be looked at.  The Village council after some 
discussion has set the date for June 30, 2018. 

3. Employee Handbook Update; Status 
The Village Council instructed Manager Wolff to submit a draft 
Employee Handbook update to them by the November meeting. 

4. Proposed Ordinance 2017-02; Land Use & Site Development Criteria 
The Planning Commission has worked on a Proposed Ordinance  for 
the bulk of 2017 that will update the site development requirements 
for the various uses in the zoning code.  There  are at least two issues 
that they have left somewhat unfinished in the draft that they would 
like the Council to address.  

Council Member Cueny wants to hold a public hearing next month on 
the draft.  However he would like to remove the proposed “Lodge” use 
from the draft and send that back to the Planning Commission for 
them to have a larger policy discussion on Bed & Breakfasts, Short-
term Rentals, and Lodges.. 

Kiel discussed concerns regarding the concept of Wedding Venues.  He 
asked if it was appropriate to include in the ordinance at this time as 
the location pursuing this concept has yet to hold any events that 
could be evaluated for its impact on the neighborhood.. 

 The Village Council will discuss this at its next work session.  

 



5 
 

5. Proposed Ordinance 2017-03; Lake Isabella Golf Estates #II Chalet 
Overlay District 
The Planning Commission has worked on Proposed Ordinance 2017-03 
that would create an Overlay District in a portion of  Lake Isabella Golf 
Estates II.  The Overlay District would allow slightly smaller homes to 
be built in this area where it is anticipated that on-site conditions will 
be the most challenging when the plat restrictions are amended.  

Councilmember Cueny  stated that he feels that he has a conflict of 
interest as he owns 1 lot in the area proposed to be covered by the 
proposed Overlay District and asked to be excused from voting or 
discussion on this item.. 

 A motion was made by Grey to move this agenda item to after the 
Council received and reviewed the legal opinion later on the Agenda.  
Torgerson asked for a second to this motion.  After no members of the 
Council seconded the motion, Torgerson ruled that it died for lack of 
support. 

A motion was made by Kiel, seconded by Eberhart, to excuse Paul 
Cueny from discussion or voting Proposed Ordinance 2017-03 due to a 
conflict of interest. 

ROLL CALL VOTE; YEAS: Eberhart, Grey, Kiel, and Shoemaker NAYS: 
Griffin and Torgerson; MOTION FAILED (4-2-0).  Per the Village 
Charter, a vote to excuse based on a Conflict of Interest must be by 
the unanimous consent of the other members. 

Proposed Ordinance 2017-03 was formally introduced by Grey and a 
public hearing set for the November meeting. 

6. Proposed Ordinance 2017-06; Residential Rental Inspection & License 
Program 
This Proposed Ordinance would make amendments to the Rental 
Inspection Ordinance that was discussed in concept at last month’s 
meeting.  It was formally introduced by Kiel, with a Public Hearing set 
for the November meeting.    

7. Proposed Resolution 2017-14; CDARS Program 
This Proposed Resolution would authorize the investment  of Village 
Funds into CDs with Isabella Bank and also a program called CDARS.  
The CDARS program allows Isabella Bank to act as a gateway to invest 
our funds in CDS with other  institutions that allow investors us to 
maximize their  FDIC coverage.  The Finance Committee has reviewed 
the program, and has endorsed the Village utilizing that program and 
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Isabella Bank to invest surplus funds.  The CD offered to the Village  
by Isabella Bank is a 12-month CD, that allows for a withdrawal once a 
month if needed.  Using both Isabella Bank and CDARS allows the 
Village to get over 95% of funds covered with FDIC insurance.    

Motion made by Kiel seconded by Griffin to accept resolution 2017-14. 
ROLL CALL VOTE; YEAS: Cueny, Eberhart, Grey, Griffin, Kiel, 
Shoemaker & Torgerson NAYS; NONE; MOTION CARRIES (7-0-0) 

8. Truck Trade-in/Replacement Bids 
Manager Wolff sent a request to bid on replacing the F150 to five 
different dealerships.  A copy of that proposal was online.   The Village 
received three bids from two different companies.  These bids were 
from Kraphol Ford and Rick Ford/Signature Ford. 

The Village has a question into MDOT regarding the trade in value for 
the F150 and how to allocate the funding for this vehicle based on the 
F150 being an asset of the General Fund and not the street Funds. 

 A discussion ensued with the three bids and all the plus and 
 minuses of each one. 

A motion was made by Cueny, seconded by Griffin to purchase  the 
2018 F250 Supercab, with the 6 ¾ foot  bed using monies from the 
street Funds. ROLL CALL VOTE; YEAS: Cueny, Eberhart, Grey, Griffin, 
Kiel, Shoemaker & Torgerson NAYS; NONE; MOTION CARRIES (7-0-0) 

Public Comments:  
 Dave McGrath of Queens Way, Lake Isabella - How long has Kings 

been in business?  McGrath also inquired about garbage trucks leaking 
in front of homes and on roads. 

 Mike King of from Kings Disposal of Vestaburg, replied that they have 
been in business for 13 months and that they keep up with their 
maintenance of their trucks. 

 Kim Fox of Weidman- Asked about engine size of the truck approved 
for purchase and if it was capable of handling the plow. 

 Galen Voss of Mt. Pleasant - When will the Council address the 2017-
03 ordinance.  The Council replied that it will be at the November 
meeting. 

 
Announcements: Trick or Treating will be on October 31, 2017 from 5 PM 

to 7 PM. 
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Closed Session Receipt of Legal Opinion: 
A motion was made by Grey, seconded by Eberhart to go into Closed 
Session to review material that is exempt from disclosure under state or 
federal law at 8:54 PM. ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Cueny, Kiel, Grey, Griffin, 
Eberhart, Shoemaker, & Torgerson NAYS: None; MOTION CARRIED (7-0-0). 
 
A motion was made by Eberhart, seconded by Shoemaker, to exit the Closed 
Session at 9:20 PM. ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Cueny, Kiel, Griffin, Grey, 
Eberhart, Shoemaker, & Torgerson NAYS: None; MOTION CARRIED (7-0-0). 
 
 
 
With no further business, the Council was adjourned at  PM. 
 
 
 
 
      
Jeff Grey, Village Clerk 
 
 
 
      
Dave Torgerson, Village President 
 



Lake Isabella Village Council 
Special Meeting Minutes 
November 21, 2017 

1010 Clubhouse Drive 
Lake Isabella, MI 48893 

989.644.8654 
 
 
Village President Torgerson called the meeting to order at 4 PM and the Pledge of 
Allegiance was recited by those in attendance. 
 
Members Present: Cueny, Grey, Kiel, Shoemaker, and Torgerson 
Members Absent: Eberhart and Griffin 
 
Public Comments: None 
 
Proposed Ordinance 2017-02: 

The members discussed several items and made changes to the draft as follows in 
advance of the Public Hearing scheduled as part of the December 12, 2017 meeting. 
 
Torgerson asked if there is a risk that a medical marijuana business could be able to 
operate under the proposed use of a Commercial Greenhouse.  Wolff stated that 
under the changes enacted into Michigan law, there are five different types of 
marijuana businesses allowed.  Those businesses may only operate in a location 
where the local unit has adopted an ordinance specifically allowing them.  He stated 
that since the Village has not adopted such an ordinance, the State would not grant a 
license to a marijuana business to operate in the Village. 
 
The members present discussed whether to keep a use defined as “Lodge” to the 
definitions and use matrix.  Cueny stated he supported removing the proposed use 
from the document.  Grey stated he also would like the use removed as he sees it as a 
short-term rental which are prohibited in the LR-1 District.  There were no 
objections to removing the definition of “Lodge” and the use development conditions 
for a Lodge from the draft. 
 
The members discussed uses around the airport.  Grey stated that it was his opinion 
that a private Aircraft Hangar should not be required to have a hard surfaced floor.  
Torgerson stated that he feels the requirement should remain for a commercial 
Aircraft Hangar.    It was also discussed whether it was legal, or the intent of the plat, 
to allow for aircraft to access the runway from across Bonanza Drive. 
 
Wolff was asked if the two homeowners on the north side of Bonanza have stated 
their feelings on having hangars near their homes.  Wolff stated both have clearly 
communicated their opposition to hangars or storage uses near their homes.  Wolff 
stated that the Village pursued a change in the Zoning Code in 2015 which would 
have clarified where commercial storage was permissible in the area, where hangars 
were appropriate, and rezone the lots on the north side of Bonanza to LR-1.  
Objections were received from several property owners who objected to different 
elements of the proposal and the Planning Commission took no further action. 
 



The requirement to have a hard surfaced floor inside a private Aircraft Hangar was 
removed.  After further discussion a change was inserted into the draft that prohibits 
hangars on the north side of Bonanza Drive.  Based on the direction taken as 
requested by the Planning Commission when it recommended the draft to the 
Council for additional drafting and adoption, Section 1240.01 was also amended. 
 
Staff was also directed to clarify the approval steps in Section 1214.07 to be 
consistent with the proposed Section 1262.03(3).  It was clarified that P.A. systems 
were permissible for receptions held at Wedding Venues.  1218.01 was amended to 
clarify the setback is from the property line. 
 
Wolff asked if there was a desire to pursue a moratorium on any of the uses 
discussed to allow for additional discussion.  There were no requests made to place a 
moratorium on the agenda of a future meeting for consideration.  There were no 
objections to the amended draft being scheduled for a Public Hearing on December 
12th as Proposed Ordinance 2017-02. 
 

With no further business, the Village Council adjourned at 6:04 PM. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              

Jeffrey P. Grey 
Village Clerk 

 
 
 
 
 

      
David K. Torgerson 

Village President 
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Lake Isabella Village Council 
Regular Meeting Minutes 
November 21, 2017 

1010 Clubhouse Drive 
Lake Isabella, MI 48893 

989.644.8654 
 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Village President Dave 
Torgerson.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those in attendance. 
 
Members Present:  Cueny, Grey, Kiel, Shoemaker, & Torgerson 
Members Absent:  Eberhart & Griffin 
 
The Agenda for the meeting was accepted as presented without objection. 
 
A motion was made by Kiel, seconded by Grey, to approve the Consent 
Agenda as presented.  ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Cueny, Grey, Kiel, 
Shoemaker, & Torgerson; NAYS: None.  MOTION CARRIED 5-0-0. 
 
Reports: 

Village 2017-2018 Audit:  
The Audit of the Village’s 2016-17 Fiscal Year was given by Bill Hirschman 
from Roslund, Prestage & Company.  The Village was given a clean audit 
which showed no deficiencies in internal controls was found.  
 
Paul Cueny asked under expenditures the difference between general 
fund breakdown versus major/local street breakdown.  Mr. Hirschman 
responded that is how his firm reports it. 
 
Village President:  
President Torgerson thanked the Village Manager and staff for their work 
on the audit. 
 
Village Manager:  
Manager Wolff stated he submitted the final invoice and payment copy for 
the Parkview project, which was needed for our EMD-19 funding.  
Manager Wolff will be in a Local Road Agency Task Force meeting on the 
30th at the Road Commission.  Manager Wolff stated the MML has some 
upcoming training for newly elected officials. Manager Wolff received an 
email from the State of Michigan stating that the Baseline Septic Criteria 
Document is ready for signatures. 
 
LIPOA: None 
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Public Hearing for Proposed Ordinance 2017-03; Lake Isabella Golf 
Estates #2 Chalet Overlay District: 
Torgerson opened the Public Hearing at 7:15 PM. 

Public Comments: 
 Gaylen Voss – Channel Dr: Mr. Voss thanked the Council, Planning 

Commission, and staff for all their work and effort in Baseline Septic 
Criteria endeavor. 

 Carrie Eritano – Mt. Pleasant: Would like to second what Mr. Voss 
stated. 

Torgerson closed the Public Hearing at 7:18 PM. 

Torgerson would like to postpone action on this until the Village receives 
a signed agreement from the other stakeholders and deal with both of 
these items at the same time.  There were no objections from the Council 
to this plan of action. 

 

Public Hearing for Proposed Ordinance 2017-06; Residential Rental 
Property Standards: 

Torgerson opened the Public Hearing at 7:21 PM. 

Public Comments: 
 Mike Scherba – Isabella Vista: Appreciates what has been done in the 

last several years in regards to the rentals.  Mr. Scherba asked if a 
landlord requests and inspection would the landlord incur a cost?  
Manager Wolff responded there would be no cost incurred. 

Torgerson closed the Public Hearing at 7:23 PM. 

A motion was made by Kiel, seconded by Cueny, to adopt Ordinance 
2017-06; Residential Rental Property Standards. ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: 
Cueny, Grey, Kiel, Shoemaker, & Torgerson; NAYS: None.  MOTION 
CARRIED 5-0-0. 

 
Public Comments: 

 Gaylen Voss – Channel Dr:  Mr. Voss asked will the timeline for the 
Baseline Septic Criteria be able to be met even with the Council’s 
meeting schedule?  The council responded that it in indeed would be 
able to be met. 

 Jeremy Morgan – Channel Dr: Mr. Morgan asked for clarification as to 
what the Baseline Septic Criteria was. 

 Mike Scherba- Isabella Vista:  Mr. Scherba wanted to thank everyone 
involved for their effort in the south end lots.  He really appreciates all 
that was accomplished.  
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Existing Business: 

1. Employee Handbook Draft Baseline Septic Criteria Meeting 

A draft of the Handbook was given to the Council.  This document has 
been sent to our insurance company for review and comments. 

Paul Cueny offered the following suggestions regarding the employee 
handbook: 

Page six: Please define a salary ranges for Village positions. 

Page seven, and throughout document: Please remove the words 
collective bargaining due to the fact the Village is an “at will” 
employer unless our insurance company states we need it. 

Page 27: Would like to see employees paid their actual rate versus 
the $100.00 a day stipulation.  

Page 28: In reference to funeral leave, he feels three days should 
be given for in laws.  In reference to a person getting jury duty Mr. 
Cueny feels they should get jury duty pay and be paid by the 
Village.   

Page 32:  Mr. Cueny feels if you have comp time coming then it 
should be able to be used in conjunction with any other time off.   

Council member Grey asked who approves Manager Wolff’s time off.  
President Torgerson responded that he, the President, does.   

The council will take action on the Employee Handbook at its’ 
December 12th. 

 

2. Truck Replacement Bids 

A motion to rescind to previously approved purchase of a2018 F250 
Supercab, was made by Cueny, seconded by Grey.  VOICE VOTE: 
MOTION CARRIED (5-0-0) 
 

New Business: 
1. Approval of Joint Memorandum of Understanding 

The Village Manager presented a Memorandum of Understanding with 
the Michigan Economic Develop Corporation that is required for the 
Village’s involvement in the Redevelopment Ready Communities 
program.  There were no objections to Wolff executing the MOU. 
 

2. P.A. 198 Abatement Policy – Review/Discussion 
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The Village’s PA 198 Abatement Policy was reviewed in advance of the 
Master plan process for.  After review and discussion, the Council 
directed Manager Wolff to draft a resolution to rescind the Village’s 
policy. 

 

3. Resolution 2017-15; Updated Investment  

A Resolution to adopt recommended changes to the Village’s 
Investment Policy from our legal counsel was presented to the Council.   

A motion was made by Kiel, seconded by Grey to accept Resolution 
2017-15; Updated Investment. ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Cueny, Grey, 
Kiel, Shoemaker, & Torgerson; NAYS: None.  MOTION CARRIED 5-0-0.  

 

4. Resolution 2017-16; Fire Insurance Withholding  

Wolff presented information on a program allowed in Michigan which 
grants local units of government the ability to escrow insurance funds 
to ensure properties are adequately restored or razed after a fire.  He 
states that several local communities have adopted resolutions joining 
the program. This includes Shepherd, Farwell, St. Louis, Clare, and 
Ithaca. 

Councilmember Cueny inquired if the Village can put a lower cap 
instead of the state cap.  Manager Wolff stated no the Village must use 
the states cap.  Councilmember Cueny feel that the states cap could 
cause a burden with residential residents. 

Clerk Grey asked who enforces the insurance agencies to pay the 
Village.  Manager Wolff stated that the State of Michigan enforces that 
portion of it. 

Manager Wolff stated the Village can release the money at any time 
they choose in answer to several councilmembers concerns over this 
topic. 

A motion was made by Kiel, seconded by Torgerson to accept 
Resolution 2017-16; Fire Insurance Withholding. ROLL CALL VOTE: 
YEAS: Cueny, Kiel, Shoemaker, & Torgerson; NAYS: Grey.  MOTION 
CARRIED 4-1-0. 
 

 
Public Comments: None 
 
Announcements: 
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 The December Village Council Meeting date has been rescheduled from 
Tuesday, December 19th to Tuesday, December 12th.  
 

 The Village Hall will be closed on November 23-24. 
 
With no further business, the Council was adjourned at 7:57 PM. 
 
 
 
 
      
Jeff Grey, Village Clerk 
 
 
 
      
Dave Torgerson, Village President 



Lake Isabella Village Council 
Regular Meeting Minutes 
December 12, 2017 

1010 Clubhouse Drive 
Lake Isabella, MI 48893 

989.644.8654 
 
 
At 7:00 PM the meeting was Called to Order by Village President David Torgerson and 
the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
Members Present: Cueny, Grey, Kiel, & Torgerson 
Members Excused: Eberhart, Griffin, & Shoemaker 
Members Absent: None 
 
The Meeting Agenda was accepted as presented without objection. 
 
A motion was made by Kiel, seconded by Grey, to approve the Consent Agenda as 
presented, which included the following items: 

 November Invoices & Bills 
 November Investment Report 
 November Balance Sheet 
 November Income & Expenditure Report 
 Draft Minutes of the November 21st Village Council Special Meeting 
 Draft Minutes of the November 21st Regular Village Council Meeting 

ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Cueny, Grey, Kiel, & Torgerson; NAYS: None. MOTION 
CARRIED 4-0-0. 
 
Reports & Presentations: 

 Richard Smith, Associate Dean of Academic Outreach at Mid-Michigan 
Community College was present and discussed MMCC’s community impact and 
other activities of the college.  Torgerson thanked Mr. Smith and also commented 
on the high quality of MMCC’s nursing program. 

 Village President Torgerson discussed efforts to have the Village included in 
statutory revenue sharing programs.   

 Village Manager Wolff reported on a meeting he recently had with the Sheriff to 
discuss a millage and contract proposal for the 2018 General Election.  He also 
reported on permit and code enforcement activity.  He reported that he would be 
in Ann Arbor for a conference from January 30 through February 2, 2018.  He 
shared correspondence with State Representative Hauck on funding via the City, 
Village, Township Revenue Sharing Program. 

 The LIPOA did not furnish a report for the meeting. 
 
Public Hearing: Proposed Ordinance 2017-02: 
A Public Hearing for Proposed Ordinance 2017-02 was opened at 7:11 PM by Torgerson. 
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A synopsis of the Proposed Ordinance was read by Wolff.  Torgerson asked that an 
illustration of Hazard Zone 5 be shown which is part of MDOT’s Airport Approach Plan 
for the airport. 

Public Comment: 
 Before the meeting, comments were submitted by Brandon Wegener of 1047 

Bonanza Lane in opposition to the Proposed Ordinance.  His comments were 
included in the packet. 

 Bob Rau of Bonanza Lane asked about the status of Proposed Ordinance 2017-02 
and whether or not it would be voted on tonight, or if it was already in existence.  
He also asked if requirements for screening could be applied to any of the 
buildings already existing near the airport.  He also stated that he feels setbacks 
have not been followed, and that it isn’t fair that he cannot build a garage.  He 
also asked who was responsible for enforcing things around the airport. 
 Cueny replied that none of the items in the draft being considered during the 

Public Hearing could be retroactively applied to any of the existing uses and 
structures.  He also stated that there are two sets of governing documents for 
his area of the Village.  Those being the Village’s Zoning Ordinance and the 
other being the Building & Use Restrictions for his plat.  Cueny stated that the 
Village does not enforce the Building & Use Restrictions and that is what the 
Airport Property Owners Association is responsible for. 

 Brandon Wegener asked who allowed the hangars to be built between Avion 
Drive and Bonanza Lane.  Wolff stated that the Village approved zoning permits 
as the Village’s Zoning Ordinance has always allowed hangars on any lot in the 
Airport Residential District, but whether approvals were granted by the Airport 
Property Owners Association is not something he could speak to. 

 Amy Dolezal of Cantabrian Drive asked why the hazard zone map was not in the 
packet posted online. 
 Grey pointed out that the map is on page 42 of the packet posted online. 

 
Village Council Discussion: 

 Wolff reported that Councilman Shoemaker asked him to convey his wishes that 
the Village Council does not act on the Proposed Ordinance until he can be part 
of the meeting due his concern over changes in the Zoning Ordinance which 
could negatively impact his lots north of Bonanza Lane.  Wolff stated that 
Shoemaker has told him he plans to be back in town from December 13 through 
December 26. 

 Torgerson stated that this is a tough situation, but the Village’s hands are tied due 
to MDOT’s land use requirements. The MDOT and FAA plans were reviewed 
showing the various hazard zones and height restrictions. 

 Grey stated that if we follow the MDOT requirements, then there should be no 
homes on lots 32-39 of Lake Isabella Airpark, and furthermore, due to the 
inability to get a plane to the runway hangars are not appropriate for that 
location. 

 Cueny stated that he feels storage uses are not appropriate on the north side of 
Bonanza Lane as there are no storage locations existing on that side of the street. 
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 Kiel stated that regular detached garages could be a solution, and done without 
being accessory to a single-family dwelling. 

 Wolff stated again that the Village’s Zoning Ordinance has always allowed 
hangars on any lot zoned Airport Residential, and that the Zoning Ordinance has 
been silent on what is the threshold for allowing hangars to be used for storage of 
goods belonging to individuals other than the owner.  He stated that this issue 
had been discussed several times by the Planning Commission in the past, and he 
did not feel it was within his authority as the Zoning Administrator to issue a 
definitive ruling as to what the threshold would be regarding de minimis use of 
hangars. 

Torgerson closed the Public Hearing at 7:35 PM. 

A motion was made by Kiel, seconded by Grey, to return Proposed Ordinance 2017-02 
to the Planning Commission to request that the land uses surrounding the Airport be 
brought into compliance with the approved Airport Approach Plan filed by MDOT in 
June of 2007.  VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED 4-0-0. 
 
Public Comments/Questions: 

 Larry Hiither of Queens Way asked if the fireworks date for 2018 has been set.  
Torgerson replied that the date was June 30, 2018.  

 
Existing Business: 

1. Baseline Septic Criteria Document – Update 
Wolff updated the Council on the approval status of the document by the other 
entities.  He reported that both the Central Michigan District Health Department 
and the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality has signed and returned 
the document.  He reported the Isabella County Board of Public Works would be 
meeting on January 25, 2018, to review and hopefully approve the document 
then. 

Cueny stated that he was not opposed to the Council having a Special Meeting in 
his absence to act on this issue, but asked for the record to reflect that if he were 
present at such a meeting that he would not vote on this matter or Proposed 
Ordinance 2017-03. 

Torgerson set a Special Meeting for 9 AM on Tuesday, December 19, 2017, to 
consider approval of the Baseline Septic Criteria Document and Proposed 
Ordinance 2017-03. 

2. Proposed Resolution 2017-18; P.A. 198 Abatement Policy 
A motion was made by Kiel, seconded by Cueny, to adopt Proposed Resolution 
2017-18 which rescinds Resolution 2010-08 and states that the Village does not 
offer property tax abatements for industrial development projects.  ROLL CALL 
VOTE: YEAS: Cueny, Grey, Kiel, & Torgerson; NAYS: None. MOTION CARRIED 
4-0-0. 

3. Proposed Resolution 2017-19; 2018 Charter Commission Election 
A motion was made by Cueny, seconded by Kiel, to adopt Proposed Resolution 
2017-19 which sets the Charter Commission Election for November of 2018. 
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ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Cueny, Grey, Kiel, & Torgerson; NAYS: None. 
MOTION CARRIED 4-0-0. 

4. Proposed Resolution 2017-20; Employee Handbook 
A motion was made by Grey, seconded by Kiel, to adopt Proposed Resolution 
2017-20 which updates the Employee Handbook used by the Village. ROLL CALL 
VOTE: YEAS: Cueny, Grey, Kiel, & Torgerson; NAYS: None. MOTION CARRIED 
4-0-0. 

 
New Business: 

1. Proposed Resolution 2017-21; Charge Back Lots 
A motion was made by Kiel, seconded by Grey, to adopt Proposed Resolution 
2017-21 which authorizes the Village to claim certain lots previously foreclosed by 
Isabella County for a public purpose. ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Cueny, Grey, 
Kiel, & Torgerson; NAYS: None. MOTION CARRIED 4-0-0. 

2. Wage/Salary Position Document 
Wolff presented a working draft of a document requested last month as part of 
the discussion on the Employee Handbook.  This document would list the various 
positions which are, or may be, used by the Village as well as their pay ranges.  He 
also would like to expand the document to include job descriptions and EEO 
status of each position and have it finalized for the Council to approve in the 
spring. 

Cueny asked if the Council was comfortable with the cap on the Manager’s salary 
listed in the document as the Manager is getting close to that level of 
compensation.  Wolff stated that he listed that amount as that is what is 
negotiated into his contract, and he feels that anything greater would be 
inappropriate for the Village to consider.  Kiel stated that the number is the 
maximum of his base salary, but would not exclude the Village from awarding a 
bonus on an annual basis if performance warranted such. 

 
Public Comments/Questions: None 
 
 
With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:14 PM. 
 
 

 Jeffrey P. Grey   

            Jeffrey P. Grey, Village Clerk 
 
 
 

 David K. Torgerson  

   David K. Torgerson, Village President 



Lake Isabella Village Council 
Special Meeting 
December 19, 2017 

1010 Clubhouse Drive 
Lake Isabella, MI 48893 

989.644.8654 

 
 
At 9:00 PM the meeting was Called to Order by Village President David Torgerson and 
the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
Members Present: Eberhart, Grey, Kiel, Shoemaker, & Torgerson 
Members Absent: Cueny & Griffin 
 
The Minutes of the December 12, 2017 Regular Village Council meeting were reviewed 
and approved as presented without objection. 
 
Public Comments/Questions: None 
 
Business: 

1. Proposed Ordinance 2017-03; Lake Isabella Golf Estates #2 Chalet Overlay 
District 
A motion was made by Grey, seconded by Eberhart, to adopt Proposed Ordinance 
2017-03 as presented.  ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS; Eberhart, Grey, Kiel, 
Shoemaker, & Torgerson: Nays; None.  MOTION CARRIED 5-0-0. 

2. Approval of Building & Use Agreement Lake Isabella South & Lake Isabella Golf 
Estates #2 Baseline Septic System Criteria 
A motion was made by Grey, seconded by Eberhart, to approve the proposed re-
plat agreement to amend the Building & Use Restrictions in Lake Isabella South 
and Lake Isabella Golf Estates #2 which creates the Baseline Septic System 
Criteria as agreed to by the Central Michigan District Health Department, 
Michigan Department of Public Works, and the Isabella County Board of Public 
Works.  ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS; Eberhart, Grey, Kiel, Shoemaker, & 
Torgerson: Nays; None.  MOTION CARRIED 5-0-0. 

Kiel thanked the Village Manager for his work over the years on this issue, and 
commended the Council for their patience and direction on the project. 

Eberhart also shared the same comments as Kiel. 

Wolff thanked the Council and Rowe PSC for their support and help on the 
project during the previous 9 years. 

 
With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:10 AM. 
 
 
 

 Jeffrey P. Grey     David K. Torgerson  

Jeffrey P. Grey, Village Clerk   David K. Torgerson, Village President 
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